"First Principles"
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

LESSON 1
The series of lessons that you are about to begin have been titled, "The First Principles Series".  The key scripture that we use to introduce this series is found in Hebrews 5:12 (KJV)  "For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat."  As this scripture indicates, there are some basic truths in the word of God that are considered to be “first principles”.  These first principles need to be established and actively bearing fruit in the life of every Christian.  If they are neglected or forgotten, the end result will be immature believers.  The purpose of these lessons is to provide you with a method of learning the first principles and to encourage you to go on unto perfection.  Hebrews 6:1-2 (KJV)  "Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, {2} Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment."

The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated “first”.

746. arche, ar-khay'; from G756; (prop. abstr.) a commencement, or (concr.) chief (in various applications of order, time, place or rank):--beginning, corner, (at the, the) first (estate), magistrate, power, principality, principle, rule.

The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated “principle”.

4747. stoicheion, stoy-khi'-on; neut. of a presumed der. of the base of G4748; something orderly in arrangement, i.e. (by impl.) a serial (basal, fundamental, initial) constituent (lit.), proposition (fig.):--element, principle, rudiment.

Based upon the above definitions from the Greek, we will define first principles as follows: First principles are the elementary teachings of the Bible, arranged in an orderly sequence.

A.
The foundation upon which all first principles are built is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Everything in the church must proceed from Him because He is the foundation, the corner stone and the head of the Church.

1.
1 Corinthians 3:11 (KJV)  “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

2.
Isaiah 28:16 (KJV)  "Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste." 

3.
1 Peter 2:6 (KJV)  "Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded." 

4.
Ephesians 4:13-16 (KJV)  "Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: {14} That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; {15} But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: {16} From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love." 

B.
The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated “foundation”. 

1.
2310. themelios, them-el'-ee-os; from a der. of G5087; something put down, i.e. a substruction (of a building, etc.), (lit. or fig.):--foundation. 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
LESSON NUMBER 1, PAGE 2

Beginning of Paragraph C.

C.
If we are going to get a true understanding of how Jesus could be both human and God, it becomes necessary for us to do some comparisons and go from known to unknown.  In other words, we take a truth about something we know and then we apply that truth to something we don’t know.  We will expound upon this more in lesson 2 but right now let it suffice to say a few things that are commonly accepted to be true.  It is commonly accepted that human beings are made up of body, soul and spirit.  Although the body, soul and spirit are uniquely and distinctly identified as being part of the same individual they are uniquely and distinctly separate identities of the same individual.  It’s the same way with God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit).  One God with unique and distinct separate identities but at the same time, uniquely and distinctly – one God.  Books upon books could be written trying to explain the trinity of the one God and all of them would fall short of the mark.  God is a Spirit and the only way that anyone can begin to know and understand Him is through knowing His only begotten son.  This is what Jesus was explaining to Nicodemus in John 3:10-12
John 3:10-12 (KJV)  "Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things? {11} Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. {12} If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?"
One of the biggest heresies and hindrances to understanding the triune God is to proclaim that the Virgin Mary was the mother of God.  Although she was a chosen vessel and as such she should be honored, it is a sin and a disgrace before God to worship her or to pray to her.  Mary was the mother of Jesus, the man, but she was not the mother of the Christ who was the deity that resided within Jesus.  Colossians 2:9 (KJV)  "For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily."  Jesus the man was born about 2,000 years ago but God the Christ has always existed.
When you understand this, you understand that it was the fullness of the Godhead which we identify as “the Christ” dwelling within Jesus “the man” that made the statement in John 8:57-58 (KJV)  "Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? {58} Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am."  Needless to say, without it being revealed to them by the Father, they could not understand this any more than they could understand what He was talking about when He said in John 2:19-21 (KJV) “Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. {20}  But he spake of the temple of his body.Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? {21}
In fact a person cannot even understand the truth of Jesus “the man” being Jesus “the Christ” unless it is revealed to them by the Father.  Matthew 16:16-17 (KJV) “And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. {17} And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
Matthew 22:41-45 (KJV)  "While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, {42} Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son of David. {43} He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, {44} The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? {45} If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?"

D.
The name “Jesus” is the name that was given to the perfect, sinless human being that was born of the Virgin Mary.  Although Jesus was a man, it is extremely important to understand that at the same time He was much more than a mortal human being.  He was the only human that was ever born of a virgin who had no father other than God thereby making Him the only begotten Son of God.  He was God manifest in the flesh and He was the first human being to be resurrected from the dead.  (Keep in mind that there is a difference between being resurrected from the dead and being raised from the dead.  When someone is raised from the dead their body is brought back to life only to die again but when someone is resurrected from the dead their body will never die again).  We will look at the “God attributes” of “Christ Jesus” in lesson 2 but in this lesson we will focus on some of the human attributes of the man named “Jesus”.  It was necessary for Christ to come into the world as a mortal human being in order to identify with the weaknesses experienced by mortal man but even more importantly, God the Father who is a spirit, had to provide Himself with a perfect sinless sacrifice and shed the blood of that sacrifice so He could redeem humanity unto Himself.  Sin is passed on from the fathers to the children and that is the reason why there had to be a virgin birth.  Numbers 14:18 (KJV) “The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.”
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D.
That’s the reason God the Father had to become the Father of Jesus the man.  God the Father is perfect and sinless therefore there was no sin to be passed on to Jesus.  (Hebrews 2:16-18 (KJV)  "For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. {17} Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted." and Hebrews 4:15 (KJV)  "For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin."  Now let’s look at a few of the human aspects of Jesus. 

1.
Jesus had a normal human birth, and a normal human mother.

a.
Matthew 1:18 (KJV)  "Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost."

2.
Jesus grew up as a normal child. 

a.
Luke 2:40 (KJV)  "And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him." 

b.
Luke 2:52 (KJV)  "And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man." 

3.
Jesus referred to Himself as a man. 

a.
Matthew 16:13 (KJV)  "When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?" 

b.
Matthew 20:28 (KJV)  "Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many." 

4.
Jesus experienced physical hunger. 

a.
Matthew 4:2 (KJV)  "And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred." 

b.
Mark 11:12 (KJV)  "And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry:" 

5.
Jesus experienced physical thirst. 

a.
John 19:28 (KJV)  "After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst." 

6.
Jesus experienced physical weariness. 

a.
John 4:6 (KJV)  "Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour." 

Attachment to lesson 1, Lord Jesus Christ (copied from the internet – author unknown)
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He is the First and Last, the Beginning and the End!  He is the keeper of Creation and the Creator of all!  He is the Architect of the universe and the Manager of time.  He always was, He always is, and He always will be...

Unmoved; unchanged; undefeated and never undone!  He was bruised and brought healing!  He was pierced and eased pain!  He was persecuted and brought freedom!  He was dead and brought life!  He is risen and brings power!  He reigns and brings peace!

The world can't understand Him.  The armies can't defeat Him.  The schools can't explain Him and the leaders can't ignore Him.  Herod couldn't kill him, the Pharisees couldn't confuse Him, and the people couldn't hold Him!  Nero couldn't crush Him, Hitler couldn't silence Him, the New Age can't replace Him, and Donahue can't explain Him away!

He is Light, Love, Longevity, and He is Lord.  He is Goodness, Kindness, Gentleness, and He is God.  He is Holy, Righteous, Mighty, Powerful, and Pure.  His ways are right, His word is eternal, His will is unchanging, and His mind is on me.  He is my Redeemer, He is my Savior, He is my Guide, and He is my Peace!  He is my Joy, He is my Comfort, He is my Lord, and He rules my life!

His bond is love, His burden is light, and I follow Him because... He is the wisdom of the wise, the power of the powerful, the ancient of days, the ruler of rulers, the leader of leaders, the overseer of the over comers and the sovereign Lord of all that was and is, and is to come.

If that seems impressive to you, try this for size.  His goal is a relationship with "ME" (and all of "YOU", too)!  He will never leave me, never forsake me, never forget me, never overlook me, and never cancel my appointment in His appointment book!

When I fall, He lifts me up!  When I fail, He forgives!  When I am weak, He is strong!  When I am lost, He is the way!  When I am afraid, He is my courage!  When I stumble, He steadies me!  When I am hurt, He heals me!  When I am broken, He mends me!  When I am blind, He leads me!  When I am hungry, He feeds me!  When I face trials, He is with me!  When I face persecutions, He shields me!  When I face problems, He comforts me!  When I face loss, He provides for me!  When I face death, He carries me home!  He is everything for everybody, everywhere, every time, and every way.

He is God and He is faithful.  I am His, and He is mine!  My Father in heaven can whip the father of this world.  So, if you're wondering why I feel so secure, understand this... He said it and that settles it!  God is in control, I am on His side, and that means all is well with my soul.  Everyday is a blessing - for God is!

