"First Principles"
THE CHURCH
LESSON 10
In this lesson we will look at the apple of God’s eye, “His (Jesus’) Church”.  Our purpose in this lesson is not to go over all of the intricacies that make up the church because that would take several lessons to do so, but I will give the difinition of the Greek word that is translated to the English word – church.  This word is used 116 time in 113 verses within the New Testament.  [1577. ekklesia, ek-klay-see'-ah; from a comp. of G1537 and a der. of G2564; a calling out, i.e. (concr.) a popular meeting, espec. a religious congregation (Jewish synagogue, or Chr. community of members on earth or saints in heaven or both):--assembly, church.]  If you will remember, Jesus said in (Matthew 16:18 KJV)  "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.".  Later in this lesson we will discuss the rock that He was talking about but right now I want to emphasize the fact the He called it “His” church – and that is what it is!  Since it is “His (Jesus’) Church”, we must once again emphasize the fact that the only way we can be a part of “His (Jesus’) Church”, is to be a part of Him and the only way we can be a part of Him, is to be born of Him.  Being born of Him is commonly referred to as being born again.  When we are born again, we are birthed into the kingdom of God and automatically become a member of the universal brotherhood of believers.  This universal brotherhood of believers is what we call the universal church.  Automatic membership in the universal church works in much the same way as automatic citizenship within the nations of the world.  When a person is born within the borders of any nation of the world, that person automatically becomes a citizen of that particular nation.  But that person’s home isn’t spread out over the entire nation, their home is in a particular community.  This is where they live, work, raise their family and become actively involved.  So likewise, when a person is born again they automatically become a member of the universal church but they still need to submit themselves to a specific local church family.  Before going too far I want to explain that the local church is the very heart of the universal church.  Trying to separate the universal church from the local church is like trying to seperate the Father from the Son.  Just as the Son is the visible manifestation of the Father, the local church is the manifestation of the universal church.  It would be like trying to identify the Son without Him having a visible body.  There is no such thing as a mature Christian who is not committed to a local church.  Without blinking an eye, I can honestly say that outside of the local church, I do not know one single person who is a mature Christian.  They cannot be submitted to an invisible God because they are not submitted to His visible church.  As a whole they do not financially support the work of God, nor do they obey any of the scriptures that are listed in this and the next lesson, which tell them that they need to do so.  However, the purpose of this lesson isn’t to debate this issue so let’s go on.

A.
Since there are so many local church families, how can we identify the ones that are “His (Jesus’) local church family”?  Although there are many things that determine this, we are identifying three specific requirements that are a must before any church can be classified as “His” (Jesus’) church.  These qualifications are: 1) Every local church must be founded and established upon the fact of the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. 2) Every local church must be founded upon the fact that the Bible is the one and only inspired Word of God and that it (the Bible) is the final authority for all matters pertaining to the Kingdom of God. 3) Every local church must be a place where the entire Word of God is preached and practiced.  Every local church must be founded and established upon the fact of the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Remember earlier I said we would discuss the rock that Jesus was talking about in Matthew 16:18, well this is where we will talk about it.  In order to do that, we will need to go over the preceeding verses.  (Matthew 16:15-17 KJV)  "He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? {16} And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. {17} And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven."  If you will note, Jesus has just asked them, “whom say ye that I am”?  Then Peter replied and said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”.  Then Jesus told Peter that he was blessed because flesh and blood did not reveal that to him but rather it was revealed to him by God the Father.  Then Jesus told Peter that he was a small stone and upon this rock He would build His church.  Which rock?  The rock or foundation that Peter had just spoken, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”.  You see, no man could know that Jesus was diety without the Father or demonic spirits revealing it.  And in this case it was the Father.  Then what Jesus really said was, based upon the fact or foundation of my diety, I will build My church.  For more information on this topic, refer to lesson 1 of this series.
1.
Colossians 1:16 (KJV)  "For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:"

2.
John 1:1-3 (KJV)  "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. {2} The same was in the beginning with God. {3} All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made." 
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3.
Mark 1:24 (KJV)  "Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God." 

4.
Isaiah 9:6 (KJV)  "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." 

5.
John 14:7-10 (KJV)  "If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. {8} Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us. {9} Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father? {10} Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works." 

B.
Every local church must be founded upon the fact that the Bible is the one and only inspired Word of God and that it (the Bible) is the final authority for all matters pertaining to the Kingdom of God.  At this point It might help to go over lessons 8 and 9 once again. 

1.
1 Timothy 4:13 & 16 (KJV)  "{13} Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. {16} Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee." 

2.
2 Timothy 3:15 (KJV)  "And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus." 

3.
Hebrews 4:12 (KJV)  "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." 

4. 2 Peter 1:21 (KJV)  "For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

C.
Every local church must be a place where the entire Word of God is preached and practiced.

1.
Acts 20:27 (KJV)  "For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God."

2.
Deuteronomy 8:3 (KJV)  "And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live."

3.
2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV)  "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:"

4.
Mark 16:15-16 (KJV)  "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. {16} He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned."

5.
2 Timothy 4:1-2 (KJV)  "I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; {2} Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine."

6.
1 Timothy 3:15 (KJV)  "But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." 

