"First Principles"

EVANGELISM
LESSON 12
Evangelism is the term that refers to the act of spreading the gospel.  The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words defines evangelism as follows: 2097. euaggelizo, yoo-ang-ghel-id'-zo ); from G2095 and G32; to announce good news ("evangelize") espec. the gospel:--declare, bring (declare, show) glad (good) tidings, preach (the gospel).  Another way to define evangelism is to say: evangelism is the Spirit-led communication of the gospel of Jesus Christ, done in such a way that the hearers have a valid opportunity to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and become responsible members of His church.  An Evangelist is one who has received divine enablement from God to preach the gospel.  The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words defines evangelist as follows: 2099. euaggelistes, yoo-ang-ghel-is-tace'; from G2097; a preacher of the gospel:--evangelist.  The word gospel refers to the message that is being preached: gospel means “a good message”.  The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words defines gospel as follows: 2098. euaggelion, yoo-ang-ghel'-ee-on; from the same as G2097; a good message, i.e. the gospel:--gospel.  So evangelism in true Christian terms, is sharing the good message about the Messiah: the Lord Jesus Christ.  Part of that good message is that Jesus is in fact, the Christ.  The main emphasis of the good message that we are to preach is that Jesus is the only way for man to be saved and that all men can be saved by trusting Him to be their Lord and Savior and inviting Him into their life.  As Christians, we are citizens of God’s Kingdom; we are a holy nation and a royal priesthood; that we should show forth His praises. 1 Peter 2:9 (KJV)  "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:"  One way that we show forth His praises is by participating in the act of evangelism.

A.
In the beginning when God created man, He commanded him to go forth and reproduce after his own kind.  This means that man was commanded to reproduce others that were exactly the same, both naturally and spiritually.  Not as he was in the sense of personality and features but with the same make up of body, soul and spirit.  We can illustrate this by the following example: if God had created man with four arms and man had reproduced after his own kind, then everyone would have four arms.  This same principle applies to the total composition of man; his body, his soul and his spirit.  But since the spirit of man died when he sinned against God, he became a being with only a body and a soul.  Once man started having children, he reproduced them exactly like he was; body and soul.  However, God is a Spirit and His kingdom is a spiritual kingdom, therefore, it is imperative that the spiritual aspects of man be reproduced in order for man to be a part of God’s kingdom.  The only way that this can happen is for man to be born again and the only way that man can be born again is to repent and truly accept Jesus as his Lord and Saviour.  Once the spirit of man has been born again, he is complete with body, soul and spirit.  This explains why it is so important for born again Christians to reproduce after their own kind.  This spiritual reproduction is what we call evangelism and since we are commanded to bring forth after our own kind, evangelism (the act of reproducing in the spiritual realm) is the responsibility of every born again Christian.

1.
Genesis 1:28 (KJV)  "And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth."
2.
Genesis 9:1 (KJV)  "And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth." 

3.
Matthew 25:26-28 (KJV)  "His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strowed: {27} Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. {28} Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents." 

B.
There are many references in the Bible that direct God’s people to evangelize.  We will list a few in this lesson and hope that you will search out many more. 

1.
Psalms 107:2 (KJV)  "Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;" 

2.
2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (KJV)  "And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; {19} To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. {20} Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." 
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3.
Matthew 4:19 (KJV)  "And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." 

4.
Matthew 28:18-20 (KJV)  "And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. {19} Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: {20} Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen." 

5.
Mark 16:15-16 (KJV)  "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. {16} He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned." 

6.
Mark 5:19 (KJV)  "Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee." 

C.
In the Bible, the unsaved are considered to be the harvest; they are the candidates for evangelism.  We should pray that God would grant us a bountiful harvest.  The heart of God is a heart that cries out for the lost.  The number one priority of every church and every born again Christian should be to win the lost.  God help us and give us a burden for the many unsaved people that live in our community! 

1.
Matthew 9:38 (KJV)  "Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest." 

2.
Acts 4:24-29 (KJV)  "And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: {25} Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? {26} The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. {27} For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, {28} For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. {29} And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word," 

3.
Colossians 4:3 (KJV)  "Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:" 

D.
Our motivation for evangelism should come from a sincere concern for the unsaved and we should be motivated to evangelize willingly.  Look for a moment at all the thousands of people who will demonstrate for days to protest against abortion.  They do this because they are motivated to do so, yet if you were to try to get the same numbers to go out and evangelize to save sinners from an eternity in hell, I doubt that you would get the same turnout.  We should become enthusiastically involved with soul winning.  Please God, forgive us and help us! 

1.
1 Corinthians 9:16-17 (KJV)  "For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! {17} For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me." 

E.
If you are like the majority of Christians, chances are, you have never personally, lead anyone to the Lord.  The reasons for this tragic statistic are varied and many.  These reasons vary from not wanting to be rejected and ridiculed, to not knowing what to say.  However, the very least that we should be doing is inviting our friends to come to church with us.  When they come to church, the Holy Spirit and the power of the gospel will do our job for us.  Here are a few suggestions to help you become a better evangelist. 

1.
Ask those in leadership to start an evangelism class.  2 Timothy 2:1-2 (KJV)  "Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. {2} And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also." 

2.
Commit yourself to completing the class and using what you learned to lead someone to the Lord.  2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)  "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 

3.
Pray that God will give you a burden for souls and at the same time ask Him to give you souls.  
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4.
Pray for those that you know, who are actively involved in evangelism. 

