"First Principles"

FELLOWSHIP

LESSON 16
There are three essential elements that must be established and maintained within the life of every believer.  These three essential elements are 1) prayer 2) studying the Word of God and 3) fellowship.  We have already completed lessons on prayer and the Bible so in this lesson we will study the topic of fellowship.  Let’s begin by looking at the Strong’s Dictionary of Greek Words and establish the meaning of the Greek word that is most frequently translated to read, fellowship.  2842. koinonia, koy-nohn-ee'-ah; from G2844; partnership, i.e. (lit.) participation, or (social) intercourse, or (pecuniary) benefaction:--(to) communicate (-ation), communion, (contri-), distribution, fellowship.  Based upon the definition of the Greek word koinonia, we will define fellowship as follows: fellowship is an intimate partnership that requires the active participation of all parties concerned.  With that in mind, let’s look at the topic of fellowship and try to answer four basic questions that relate to it.  1) Why is it necessary for Christians to have fellowship with other Christians? 2) Who and what should we center our fellowship around? 3) What are the biblical guidelines for establishing fellowship? 4) What are the areas where agreement is essential in order to have true fellowship?  Before answering these four basic questions that relate to fellowship, let’s look a little closer at the word koinonia (fellowship) and see how the Apostle Paul used it.  After all, koinonia was one of his favorite words when he was talking about a Christian’s relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 1:9 (KJV)  "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord."  Paul also used the word koinonia when talking about a Christian’s relationship with the Holy Spirit.  2 Corinthians 13:14 (KJV)  "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen." and John affirms that true koinonia with the Father and His only begotten Son is the issue in regards to fellowship with other believers. 1 John 1:3-7 (KJV)  "That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. {4} And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. {5} This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. {6} If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: {7} But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."  By looking at these scriptures, we can see that true fellowship with one another is based upon the fact of true fellowship with God.  Now we are ready to consider the four basic questions that relate to fellowship.

A.
Why is it necessary for Christians to have fellowship with other Christians?

1.
So that there can be a mutual sharing in the things of God.  This mutual sharing includes the exchange of prayer request, the bearing of one another’s burdens, the sharing of various talents and spiritual gifts and the sharing of instruction from the Word of God.

a.
True fellowship should include praying for and praying with, those that are part of the particular church that you attend.

(1)
2 Thessalonians 3:1 (KJV)  "Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you:"

(2)
Acts 1:14 (KJV)  "These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren." 

(3)
Acts 12:5 (KJV)  "Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him." 

(4)
James 5:16 (KJV)  "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." 

(5)
Philippians 1:2-5 (KJV)  "Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. {3} I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, {4} Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, {5} For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;" 

b.
True fellowship should include the sharing of our substance and the bearing of one another’s burdens. 
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(1)
Acts 20:35 (KJV)  "I have showed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive." 

(2)
Romans 15:1 (KJV)  "We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves." 

(3)
Galatians 6:2 (KJV)  "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ." 

(4)
Acts 4:34-35 (KJV)  "Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, {35} And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need." 

c.
True fellowship should include the mutual sharing of our God given “skills and abilities” and our “spiritual gifts”.  It is evident from the scriptures that God intended for each individual to share their “skills and abilities” and “spiritual gifts” with the particular fellowship where they are planted (I’m not saying that we should not help other churches because we should.).  If you will note, it was at the church in Jerusalem where they sold their belongings and brought the money to the apostles for distribution to those that were part of that church, not the church in Samaria or somewhere else.

(1)
Matthew 25:15 (KJV)  "And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey." 

(2)
1 Corinthians 4:7 (KJV)  "For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?" 

(3)
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (KJV)  "But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. {8} For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; {9} To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; {10} To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: {11} But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will." 

(4)
Romans 12:6-8 (KJV)  " Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; {7} Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; {8} Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness.”

d.
True fellowship should include and be centered around the mutual sharing of instruction from the Word of God. 

(1)
(Ephesians 4:11-12 KJV)  "And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; {12} For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:" 

(2)
Colossians 3:16-17 (KJV)  "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. {17} And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him." 

(3)
2 Timothy 2:1-2 (KJV)  "Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. {2} And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also." 

B.
Who and what should we center our fellowship around? 

1.
The Lord Jesus Christ and His church should be the central theme upon which our fellowship is based. 
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a.
1 John 1:3-7 (KJV)  "That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. {4} And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. {5} This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. {6} If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: {7} But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."
b.
Psalms 122:1 (KJV)  "A Song of degrees of David. I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD." 

c.
Hebrews 10:25 (KJV)  "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching." 

d.
Psalms 84:4 (KJV)  "Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee. Selah." 

e.
Micah 4:2 (KJV)  "And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem." 

f.
Luke 2:36-37 (KJV)  "And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity; {37} And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served    God with fastings and prayers night and day." 

