"First Principles"
FELLOWSHIP CONTINUED)

LESSON 17
There are two elements of faith where agreement is indispensable when it comes to maintaining true fellowship between different individuals and between different churches.  There are other elements of faith that might be beneficial to enhance the quality of fellowship but they are not essential to its’ existence.  Among those things that enrich the quality of fellowship but are not crucial to its’ existence are: unity of commitment, unity of vision and unity of beliefs and practices.  As we consider these two areas where agreement is necessary in order to have true fellowship, they become even more relevant in light of the present emphasis that is being placed upon unity.  God is in fact bringing a spirit of trust and cooperation among many of the Christian churches but it must be understood that unity should never be achieved through compromise or through disregard of any truth that is recorded in the Word of God.  Jude 1:3-5 (KJV)  "Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. {4} For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. {5} I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not."  If we are going to earnestly contend for the faith that was once delivered to the saints, we must continue to steadfastly defend the fact, that the Bible is the only infallible Word of God.  Because this was covered in our lessons on the Bible we will only cover a few scriptures where the emphasis of fellowship is centered around the integrity of the Bible.
C.
What are the elements of faith that are indispensable in order to have true fellowship?

1.
The first element of faith where agreement is indispensable when it comes to fellowship is the fact that the Bible is the only infallible Word of God.

a.
Acts 17:11 (KJV)  "These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so." 

b.
2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV)  "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:" 

c.
Colossians 3:16 (KJV)  "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." 

d.
2 Peter 1:20-21 (KJV)  "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. {21} For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

2.
The second element of faith where agreement is indispensable when it comes to fellowship is that the authority of the Bible overrides all other authority.  It is the final authority for all matters of faith and practice.
a.
Galatians 1:8 (KJV)  "But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed." 

b.
Deuteronomy 12:32 (KJV)  "What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it." 

c.
Deuteronomy 4:2 (KJV)  "Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you." 

d.
James 1:21-22 (KJV)  "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. {22} But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves." 

e.
Revelation 22:19 (KJV)  "And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book." 
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f.
Matthew 22:29 (KJV)  "Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God." 

g.
Romans 15:4 (KJV)  "For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope." 

D.
Are there any biblical restrictions that apply to the topic of fellowship? 

1.
The Bible clearly indicates that we should withdraw from fellowship with Christians who walk disorderly.  However, keep in mind that any withdrawing from fellowship is better left in the hands of leadership in regard to how and when withdrawal from fellowship should or should not take place. 

a.
2 Thessalonians 3:6 (KJV)  "Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us." 

b.
Romans 16:17-18 KJV)  "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. {18} For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple." 

c.
Titus 3:8-10 (KJV)  "This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men. {9} But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain. {10} A man that is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject;" 

2.
The Bible also tells us that we should not have fellowship with unbelievers and evil works. 

a.
Ephesians 5:11 (KJV)  "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” 

b.
Psalms 1:1 (KJV)  "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful." 

c.
2 Corinthians 6:14-18 (KJV) “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 18And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”17Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 16And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 15And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 
