"First Principles"
STEWARDSHIP
LESSON 18
There are several instances in the Bible, where a property owner gave someone full authority to manage all of their belongings.  The property owner that gives the authority to manage their assets is referred to as the lord or the master.  The person, who is given the authority to manage the assets, is referred to as a steward.  How the steward manages the assets of their master is referred to as stewardship.  Even though the steward is given full authority to manage all of the assets of their lord or master, they remain fully accountable to their lord for the way they manage.  While the steward had full authority over everyone else in the master’s house, when it came to the management of their master’s assets, the steward remained under the authority of their master.  This principle is true even when it comes to the relationship of Jesus and the Father.  If you will note in the following scripture, Jesus Christ is under the authority of the Father, yet He reigns supreme until all things are subjected unto Him.  Then He and all things under Him are subjected unto the Father.  Just as Jesus is the Steward unto the Father, you and I are the stewards unto Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:23-28 (KJV)  "But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. {24} Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. {25} For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. {26} The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. {27} For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. {28} And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all." 

A.
Let’s begin by looking at the Greek words that are translated to steward and stewardship.

1.
The Strong’s dictionary of Greek words gives the following definition for the Greek word that is translated to the English word - steward: 3623. oikonomos, oy-kon-om'-os; from G3624 and the base of G3551; a house-distributor (i.e. manager), or overseer, i.e. an employee in that capacity; by extens. a fiscal agent (treasurer); fig. a preacher (of the Gospel):--chamberlain, governor, steward.

a.
For the purpose of this lesson, we will define a steward as anyone who has custodial responsibility over anything that belongs to God.

2.
The Strong’s dictionary of Greek words gives the following definition for the Greek word that is translated to the English word - stewardship: 3622. oikonomia, oy-kon-om-ee'-ah; from G3623; administration (of a household or estate); spec. a (religious) "economy":--dispensation, stewardship. 

a.
For the purpose of this lesson, we will define stewardship as the way a steward exercises their custodial responsibility over anything that belongs to God. 

B.
Now let’s look at a few examples of how stewards functioned in the Bible and how they were accountable to their masters for their stewardship. 

1.
Genesis 15:1-4 (KJV)  "After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. {2} And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? {3} And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. {4} And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir." 

2.
Genesis 39:4-6 (KJV)  "And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. {5} And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field. {6} And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured." 

STEWARDSHIP
LESSON NUMBER 18, PAGE 2

Continuation of Paragraph B.
3.
Genesis 41:39-44 (KJV)  "And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath showed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: {40} Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou. {41} And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt. {42} And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck; {43} And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. {44} And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt." 

4.
1 Corinthians 4:1-2 (KJV)  "Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. {2} Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful." 

C.
In the kingdom of God, the Lord Jesus Christ is the master and everything in this world belongs to Him.  The Bible declares that we have nothing that was not given to us, therefore we are stewards of God for all things under our control.  As stewards of God, we are accountable to God for the way we manage the assets that He has put under our control.  We must remember that our assets really aren’t ours, they are His.  Let’s look at a few scriptures that establish the fact of God’s ownership of everything that is in this world.  The only reason they are under our control is God called us to be stewards over His possessions. 

1.
Psalms 24:1 (KJV)  "A Psalm of David. The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein." 

2.
1 Chronicles 29:14 (KJV)  "But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee." 

3.
Haggai 2:8 (KJV)  "The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts." 

4.
1 Corinthians 4:1-2 (KJV)  "Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. {2} Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful." 

5.
1 Corinthians 4:7 (KJV)  "For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?" 

6.
Colossians 1:16 (KJV)  "For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:" 

D.
Now that we have established the fact that we are only the stewards of God for all of His possessions that are under our control, let’s look at some of the scriptures that speak of our accountability as stewards of God. 

1.
Matthew 12:36-37 (KJV)  "But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. {37} For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned."

2.
Romans 14:12 (KJV)  "So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God."
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3.
Matthew 25:19-21 (KJV)  "After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. {20} And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. {21} His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. {22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. {23} His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. {24} Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strowed: {25} And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. {26} His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strowed: {27} Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. {28} Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. {29} For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. {30} And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 

4.
1 Peter 4:4-5 (KJV)  "Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: {5} Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead." 

