"First Principles"
STEWARDSHIP (CONTINUED)

LESSON 19
E.
In lesson 18 we covered the topic of stewardship in a general sense.  As we continue, we will focus upon four specific areas of stewardship for which we are accountable to God.  The four areas of stewardship accountability that we will cover in these lessons are: 1) time 2) talent (skills and abilities both natural & spiritual) 3) the gospel 4) finances.

1.
Let’s begin by looking at what the Bible says about how we manage our time and how time management relates to stewardship accountability.  Another way of saying it is, how we manage God’s time.

a.
Psalms 90:12 (KJV)  "So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom."

b.
Ecclesiastes 12:1 (KJV)  "Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;" 

c.
Ephesians 5:15-16 (KJV)  "See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, {16} Redeeming the time, because the days are evil." 

d.
Colossians 4:5 (KJV)  "Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time." 

e.
James 4:14 (KJV)  "Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away." 

(1)
No matter what our goals and ambitions for the Lord may be, we must remember that it takes time for us to reach and to accomplish them.  With that in mind, let’s mention a few things that could rob us of our time: too much television, too much computer, movies, sports, hobbies, etc.  If the Holy Spirit brings any other time robbers to your mind, add them to this list and pray that God will help you to find moderation as you become a better steward of your time.

F.
Now let’s look at what the Bible says about our talents (skills and abilities both natural and spiritual) and how they relate to stewardship accountability. 

1.
1 Peter 4:11 (KJV)  "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 

2.
Daniel 9:22 (KJV)  "And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding." 

3.
Daniel 1:3-4 (KJV)  "And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes; {4} Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans." 

4.
2 Chronicles 2:7-8 (KJV)  "Send me now therefore a man cunning to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in iron, and in purple, and crimson, and blue, and that can skill to grave with the cunning men that are with me in Judah and in Jerusalem, whom David my father did provide. {8} Send me also cedar trees, fir trees, and algum trees, out of Lebanon: for I know that thy servants can skill to cut timber in Lebanon; and, behold, my servants shall be with thy servants," 

5.
Exodus 28:3 (KJV)  "And thou shalt speak unto all that are wise hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office." 

6.
Exodus 31:1-3 (KJV)  "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, {2} See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: {3} And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship," 
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7.
Exodus 35:34-35 (KJV)  "And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. {35} Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart, to work all manner of work, of the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of the embroiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, even of them that do any work, and of those that devise cunning work." 

8.
Exodus 38:22-23 (KJV)  "And Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that the LORD commanded Moses. {23} And with him was Aholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an engraver, and a cunning workman, and an embroiderer in blue, and in purple, and in scarlet, and fine linen." 

9.
1 Kings 7:13-14 (KJV)  "And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. {14} He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he was filled with wisdom, and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass. And he came to king Solomon, and wrought all his work." 

10.
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 (KJV)  "Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. {5} And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. {6} And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. {7} But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. {8} For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; {9} To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; {10} To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: {11} But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will." 

11.
1 Corinthians 12:28-31 (KJV)  "And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. {29} Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? {30} Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? {31} But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet show I unto you a more excellent way." 

G.
What does the Bible say about the gospel and how it relates to stewardship accountability? 

1.
Mark 16:15 (KJV)  "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." 

2.
1 Corinthians 4:1-2 (KJV)  "Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. {2} Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful." 

3.
1 Corinthians 9:16-18 (KJV)  "For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! {17} For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. {18} What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel." 

4.
Ephesians 6:15 (KJV)  "And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;" 

5.
Philippians 1:27 (KJV)  "Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;" 

