"First Principles"
STEWARDSHIP (CONTINUED)

LESSON 20
This lesson will be devoted to the topic of finances and how they relate to stewardship accountability. We will look at the three areas of finances that are referenced in the Bible and that are part of every Christian’s financial responsibility.  These three areas are: 1) tithes 2) offerings 3) alms giving.

H.
Let’s begin by looking at the Hebrew and Greek words that are translated to the English word tithe.

1.
The Strong’s dictionary of Hebrew words gives the following definition for the Hebrew word that is translated to the English word - tithe: 4643. ma'aser, mah-as-ayr'; or  ma'asar, mah-as-ar'; and (in plur.) fem.  ma'asrah, mah-as-raw'; from H6240; a tenth; espec. a tithe:--tenth (part), tithe (-ing).

2.
The Strong’s dictionary of Greek words gives the following definition for the Greek word that is translated to the English word - tithe: 586. apodekatoo, ap-od-ek-at-o'-o; from G575 and G1183; to tithe (as debtor or creditor):--(give, pay, take) tithe.

a.
For the purpose of this lesson, we will define tithe as the tenth part of all our increase - which we, as a debtor or creditor, owe to God.

I.
The tithe is 10% of our gross income.  Income is the actual gross salary and/or the gross profit that we receive from all sources.  This income could, and should include any profit we make from sources such as the sale of a home, gross salaries, inheritances, gifts, etc, etc.  The tithe already belongs to God and is meant to go to the local church for the work of the Lord.  In speaking about bringing all the tithe to the storehouse, Malachi says, “that there may be meat in mine house”.  If all Christians were to faithfully tithe, there would be no lack in the house of God.

1.
What are some of the Biblical references for tithing?

a.
Genesis 14:20 (KJV)  "And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all."

b.
Genesis 28:22 (KJV)  "And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee."

c.
Leviticus 27:30 (KJV)  "And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD'S: it is holy unto the LORD."

d.
Numbers 18:20-21 (KJV)  "And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their land, neither shalt thou have any part among them: I am thy part and thine inheritance among the children of Israel. {21} And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service which they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the congregation."

e.
Deuteronomy 12:5-6 (KJV)  "But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come: {6} And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks:" 

f.
Malachi 3:8-12 (KJV)  "Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. {9} Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. {10} Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. {11} And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts." 

g.
Matthew 23:23 (KJV)  "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone." 
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h.
Luke 18:12 (KJV)  "I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess."

J.
At this point let’s look at the topic of offerings.  For the purpose of this lesson, we will define offerings as that which is above and beyond the tithe and which we voluntarily, of our own free will, give to the work of the Lord.  Offerings were normally given when the giver felt to make an appeasement to God.  This appeasement was voluntary in that it was not owed to God as the tithe was.  The acceptance of an offering, meant that the giver of the offering was accepted also. If the offering was not accepted, neither was the giver of the offering.  All of our offerings should be as an expression of love, honor and fear for the God of our salvation.  It seems that offerings were meant to be of a sacrificial nature and were to be an offering that was given toward God rather than to man.  It also seems that offerings were given in an attempt to make things right with God.  An example of this is the sin offering, the peace offering and the ignorance offering.  Although we do not sacrifice burnt offerings in the New Testament, we present other things as an offering to God.  As we consider offerings, let’s be mindful that offerings should not be limited to money.  They should also include things like presenting our bodies as a living sacrifice and singing praises unto God.  Offerings differ from the tithe in that the tithe is owed to God but the offering was meant to be a gift, donation, tribute, present or oblation. 

1.
The Strong’s dictionary of Hebrew words gives the following definition for the Hebrew word that is translated to the English word - offering: 4503. minchah, min-khaw'; from an unused root mean. to apportion, i.e. bestow; a donation; euphem. tribute; spec. a sacrificial offering (usually bloodless and voluntary):--gift, oblation, (meat) offering, present, sacrifice. 

2.
The Strong’s dictionary of Greek words gives the following definition for the Greek word that is translated to the English word - offering: 4376. prosphora, pros-for-ah'; from G4374; presentation; concr. an oblation (bloodless) or sacrifice:--offering (up). 

K.
Offerings are what we put into God's work above or separate from our tithe.  Offerings are meant to support special projects of the local church and to support visiting ministry i.e. love offerings.  Since offerings were normally connected with sacrifice so we should expect offerings to be sacrificial in nature.  Since there are so many types of offerings and numerous scriptures that relate to offerings, we will only list and comment upon one of them. 

1.
Genesis 8:20 (KJV)  "And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar." 

a.
If you will note, one of the first things that Noah did when he came out of the ark, was to build an altar and make a sacrificial offering unto the Lord.  Noah took of every clean beast and every clean fowl and offered burnt offerings.  When Noah came out of the ark, there were no living creatures other than those that were with him, yet he took of those and offered to the Lord.  This offering was done at a time when the natural man would normally want to be stingy with God. 

L.
Last of all, let’s look at the topic of alms giving.  Alms giving is giving to help the poor.  One of the things that the apostles ask of Paul was that he would remember the poor.  Jesus also put a lot of emphasis on giving to the poor. 

1.
What are some of the Biblical references for alms giving? 

a.
Leviticus 25:35 (KJV)  "And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay with thee; then thou shalt relieve him: yea, though he be a stranger, or a sojourner; that he may live with thee." 

b.
Matthew 6:2 (KJV)  "Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward." 

c.
Matthew 19:21 (KJV)  "Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me." 

d.
Luke 12:33 (KJV)  "Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth." 

STEWARDSHIP (CONTINUED)
LESSON NUMBER 19, PAGE 2
Continuation of Paragraph L. 1.
e.
Luke 18:22 (KJV)  "Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me." 

f.
Luke 19:8 (KJV)  "And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold." 

