"First Principles"
DECEPTION
LESSON 21
As we begin this lesson on the topic of deception, it is important for everyone to realize that these lessons are written from the standpoint of addressing deception as it applies to the believer.  In regards to the unbeliever, the very fact that they have not accepted the Lord Jesus Christ makes a statement in and of itself, that they are deceived.  The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 (KJV), "But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: {4} In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them."  So everyone should realize that the unbeliever is deceived, but recognizing that the believer can be deceived is a different question altogether.  Yet, we can see for ourselves that most of the biblical warnings that admonish the reader not to be deceived were written to and for the believer.  With that in mind, let’s go to the Webster’s Dictionary to get our definition of deceive.  (1 to make (a person) believe what is not true; to delude or mislead.  Some synonyms of deceive are; mislead, trick, take in, betray, lie to, swindle, con and misinform.  One doesn’t have to go much farther than the definition to recognize that deception is the work of the devil.  Jesus said in John 10:10 (KJV), "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."  Deception is the one word that very clearly identifies the work of satan because he can do nothing without deception being at the root of his enticements.

A.
The Bible clearly warns us that we are to be on guard against satanic deception.  Let’s look at a few of these warnings and see how they apply to our life.

1.
Deuteronomy 11:16 (KJV)  "Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them;" 

2.
Proverbs 20:1 (KJV)  "Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise." 

3.
Ezekiel 14:6-10 (KJV)  "Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations. {7} For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a prophet to inquire of him concerning me; I the LORD will answer him by myself: {8} And I will set my face against that man, and will make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of my people; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. {9} And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the LORD have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. {10} And they shall bear the punishment of their iniquity: the punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that seeketh unto him;" 

4.
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 (KJV)  "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, {10} Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God." 

5.
1 Corinthians 15:33 (KJV)  "Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners." 

6.
2 Timothy 3:13 (KJV)  "But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived." 

7.
Galatians 6:3-7 (KJV)  "For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. {4} But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. {5} For every man shall bear his own burden. {6} Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things. {7} Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 

8.
1 John 1:8-9 (KJV)  "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. {9} If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

9.
1 John 3:7-8 (KJV)  "Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. {8} He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil." 
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B.
Now that we have looked at a few of the scriptures that speak about satanic deception, let’s look at a few of the tools that satan uses in his efforts to deceive us. 

1.
Satan uses the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, the lusts of other things and our natural tendencies in his efforts to deceive us.  1 John 2:16 (KJV)  "For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." 

a.
Matthew 4:3-4 (KJV)  "And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. {4} But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." 

b.
Matthew 4:5-7 (KJV)  "Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, {6} And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. {7} Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." 

c.
Matthew 4:8-10 (KJV)  "Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; {9} And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. {10} Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." 

d.
Matthew 13:22 (KJV)  "He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful." 

e.
Mark 4:19 (KJV)  "And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful." 

2.
Satan uses lies in his efforts to deceive us. 

a.
Genesis 3:1-4 (KJV)  "Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? {2} And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: {3} But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. {4} And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:" 

b.
Genesis 31:7 (KJV)  "And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me." 

c.
Romans 1:25 (KJV)  "Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen." 

3.
Satan uses other people in his efforts to deceive us.  He even uses signs and wonders to cause people to follow after error.  He has done this throughout time and will ultimately use the man of sin (the antichrist) and the false prophet in his efforts to deceive the whole world. 

a.
Matthew 24:4-5 (KJV)  "And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. {5} For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many." 

b.
Matthew 24:11 (KJV)  "And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many." 

c.
Matthew 24:24 (KJV)  "For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect." 

d.
Luke 21:8 (KJV)  "And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them." 

