"First Principles"
DECEPTION (CONTINUED)
LESSON 22
In lesson 21, we looked at scriptures that speak about satanic deception and also looked at a few of the tools that satan uses in his efforts of trying to deceive us.  In this lesson we will pick up with paragraph B. 3. e. as we continue to look at how satan uses other people in his efforts to deceive us.

e.
Acts 20:29-30 (KJV)  "For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. {30} Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them."

f.
Galatians 3:1 (KJV)  "O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?" 

g.
Ephesians 4:14 (KJV)  "That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;" 

h.
Colossians 2:8 (KJV)  "Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ." 

i.
2 Timothy 3:13 (KJV)  "But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived." 

j.
Jude 1:4 (KJV)  "For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ." 

k.
1 John 2:18-19 (KJV)  "Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. {19} They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us." 

l.
Revelation 12:9 (KJV)  "And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him." 

m.
Revelation 13:14 (KJV)  "And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live." 

n.
Revelation 18:23 (KJV)  "And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived." 

o.
Revelation 19:20 (KJV)  "And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone." 

p.
Revelation 20:3 (KJV)  "And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season." 

q.
Revelation 20:8-10 (KJV)  "And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. {9} And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. {10} And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever." 
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C.
Without doubt we are living in the final days when deception will be stronger than it has been, since the beginning of time.  It is so important that we be on constant guard and remember that the devil doesn’t mind using false spirituality to spread his deception.  I am listing a few things that can help us in our fight against deception.

1.
Know the word of God and judge all things accordingly.

a.
Psalms 119:11 (KJV)  "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee." 

b.
2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)  "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 

2.
Check new things out, don’t automatically accept every new thing that comes along just because it seems to be spiritual. 

a.
Acts 17:10-11 (KJV)  "And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. {11} These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so."

b.
Galatians 2:2 (KJV)  "And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain." 

3.
Listen first and foremost to those who have the charge over your soul.  Be sure to pray for them, that they do not become the product of deception. 

a.
Ezekiel 3:17 (KJV)  "Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me." 

b.
Hebrews 13:17-18 (KJV)  "Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. {18} Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly." 

4.
Before going forward with anything, be sure that you have prayed and that the peace of God reigns in your heart. 

a.
Philippians 4:5-7 (KJV)  "Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. {6} Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. {7} And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." 

b.
James 5:16 (KJV)  "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." 

5.
Be open to correction and recognize that no one person, group, church or denomination has all the truth.  Even those who are highly regarded can be deceived.  Just because it’s written in a book (other than the Bible) or spoken on television, doesn’t mean that it is truth.

a.
Acts 18:24-26 (KJV)  "And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. {25} This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. {26} And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly." 

b.
Galatians 1:6-9 (KJV)  "I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: {7} Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. {8} But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. {9} As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed." 
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c.
Galatians 2:11-13 (KJV)  "But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. {12} For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. {13} And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation." 

D.
Let’s take a few minutes to reflect and I’m sure that we will find that there has been a drastic increase in the number of false teachers and prophets who go about distorting the truth of the Word of God. 
