"First Principles"
ABIDING IN THE VINE
LESSON 23
In the eighth chapter of Luke, Jesus tells a parable about The Seed and The Sower.  Even though the seed and the sower is what identifies this parable, it’s central theme is neither the seed nor the sower, but rather the ground where the seed is sown.
Let’s turn to the eighth chapter of Luke and read it together.  (Luke 8:5-18 KJV)  "A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. {6} And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture. {7} And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. {8} And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. {9} And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be? {10} And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. {11} Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. {12} Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. {13} They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. {14} And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. {15} But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. {16} No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter in may see the light. {17} For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad. {18} Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have."
As you can see from verse 12, there were those who heard the word but they were so hard hearted that the seed was not able to penetrate.  In verse 13, there were those who believed and then they fell away.  In verse 14, there were those who believed, but allowed other things to choke out that which was planted.  But in verse 15, there are those who believed, kept the word and brought forth fruit with patience.  It is our hope that this lesson will help you to be one of those that brings forth fruit with patience, rather than being one that believed and then fell away or that believed and then allowed the cares of this world to choke out that which was planted.

A.
In this lesson we will identify some of the fruit that should be evidenced in the believer’s life.
1.
Proof of Repentance.
a.
(Matthew 3:8 KJV)  "Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:"

b.
(Luke 3:8 KJV)  "Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham." 

c.
(Acts 26:20 KJV)  "But showed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance." 

2.
Righteousness.
a.
(Philippians 1:10-11 KJV)  "That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; {11} Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God." 
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b.
(Hebrews 12:1-11 KJV)  "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, {2} Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. {3} For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. {4} Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. {5} And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: {6} For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. {7} If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? {8} But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. {9} Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? {10} For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. {11} Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." 

c.
(James 3:18 KJV)  "And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace." 

3.
Good works.
a.
(Colossians 1:10 KJV)  "That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;" 

b.
(John 10:32 KJV)  "Jesus answered them, Many good works have I showed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?" 

c.
(Ephesians 2:10 KJV)  "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." 

d.
(1 Timothy 6:18 KJV)  "That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;" 

4.
Souls.
a.
(Psalms 126:5-6 KJV)  "They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. {6} He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." 

b.
(Acts 2:41 KJV)  "Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls." 

5.
Fruit of the Spirit (Character of Christ).
a.
(Galatians 5:22-23 KJV)  "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, {23} Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law." 

b.
(Ephesians 5:9 KJV)  "(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)" 

