"First Principles"
ABIDING IN THE VINE (CONTINUED)
LESSON 24
B.
In lesson 23 we learned the fact that there are many different types of fruit.  In this lesson, we will discover that Jesus ordained it to be so that every Christian was to bring forth fruit and that their fruit was to remain.  (John 15:16 KJV)  "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you."  As you can see, one of the by-products of bringing forth fruit that remains, is that we can ask the Father in Jesus’ name and receive what we are asking for.  But when it comes to fruit, what is fruit that remains?
1.
Fruit that continues or remains is fruit that is preserved and continues to be evident even during difficult situations.
a.
(Galatians 1:6 KJV)  "I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:"

b.
(Philippians 4:14-19 KJV)  "Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction. {15} Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. {16} For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. {17} Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. {18} But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. {19} But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus."

c.
(1 Thessalonians 3:5 KJV)  "For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain."

d.
(1 Corinthians 15:1-2 KJV)  "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; {2} By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain."

2.
We are mandated by God to bear fruit that will remain, fruit that endures time and trials.
a.
(John 8:31-32 KJV)  "Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; {32} And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

b.
(John 15:9-10 KJV)  "As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. {10} If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love."

c.
(Acts 13:43 KJV)  "Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God." 

d.
(Acts 14:22 KJV)  "Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." 

e.
(Acts 2:42-47 KJV)  "And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. {43} And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. {44} And all that believed were together, and had all things common; {45} And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. {46} And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, {47} Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved." 

f.
(Luke 22:28-30 KJV)  "Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations. {29} And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; {30} That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 
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g.
(Colossians 1:23 KJV)  "If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;" 

h.
(Romans 11:21-24 KJV)  "For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. {22} Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. {23} And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again. {24} For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?" 

I.
(1 John 2:19 KJV)  "They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us." 

C.
At this point we want to take the time to go over the words of Jesus where He tells us how we can produce fruit that will remain.  It is important for us to recognize that God never tells us to do anything, without equipping us with divine enablement.  Then He tells us how we are to do it.  In other words He gives us the wisdom, strength and knowledge that we need.  If you will remember, God told Noah to build an ark and then He gave him the exact specifications of how He wanted him to build it.  He told Moses to build the tabernacle and He told him every detail of how He wanted him to build it.  Now if Jesus told you and I to bring forth fruit that will remain (and He did) then we need to realize that He also told us how to do it.  As we search the Scriptures, we find that the only way we can bring forth fruit that remains is for you and I to become “Christians that remain”.  The only way that you and I can be “Christians that remain” is for us to abide in the Vine on a continual basis.  When the spiritual nourishment that is needed to be a “Christian that remains” has been cut off, then the spiritual nourishment needed to produce fruit that remains has also been cut off.  So, let’s recognize that Jesus is the Vine and we are the branches.  In order for the branch to survive, it must stay firmly attached to the Vine. As long as the branch is firmly attached to the Vine it will bring forth fruit that remains.  Let us go forth serving the Lord in gladness of heart and continue to be fruitful branches in the Kingdom of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. 

1.
(John 15:1-15 KJV)  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. {2} Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. {3} Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. {4} Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. {5} I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. {6} If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. {7} If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. {8} Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. {9} As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. {10} If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. {11} These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. {12} This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. {13} Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. {14} Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. {15} Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you." 

ABIDING IN THE VINE (CONTINUED)
LESSON 24, PAGE 3
Continuation of Paragraph C.

2.
(John 16:4-15 KJV)  "But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. {5} But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? {6} But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. {7} Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. {8} And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: {9} Of sin, because they believe not on me; {10} Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; {11} Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. {12} I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. {13} Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. {14} He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you. {15} All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you."

