"First Principles"
PUTTING ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

LESSON 25
It should be the desire of every parent to see his or her children grow from an infant into a healthy and prosperous adult.  In fact it is not normal nor is it healthy if that is not the desire of every parent. With that in mind we must recognize that God is our heavenly father and as such, He wants to see His children grow from spiritual infants into spiritually mature adults.

There are scriptures throughout the Bible that confirm this.  They admonish us to do those things that are conducive to our spiritual growth and maturity.  (Ephesians 4:14 KJV)  "That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;"  (Hebrews 5:12 KJV)  "For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat."  (Hebrews 6:1 KJV) "Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,"  (2 Peter 1:5-7 KJV) "And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; {6} And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; {7} And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity."  (2 Peter 3:18 KJV)  "But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen."

The work of the Holy Spirit is to lead us to Christ and then to perfect or mature us in Christ.  One of the ways He does that is by leading and guiding us into all truth.  One of those truths is found in the title of this lesson.

The Bible says in (Romans 13:14 KJV)  "But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof."  One way we put on the Lord Jesus Christ is by cooperating with the Holy Spirit as He works to reproduce the fullness of the Lord Jesus Christ within us.  Putting on (being clothed with or dressing ourselves with) the Lord Jesus Christ can be compared to a person getting dressed in the natural.  In order for a person to be fully dressed, they have to put on all of their clothing, one piece at a time.

Just as we identify the articles of clothing that we are putting on, we must also identify all of the elements that make up the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus, speaking about the work of the Holy Spirit, says in (John 16:14 KJV)  "He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you."  The Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance gives the following definition to the Greek word that is translated to the English word, show.  anaggello, an-ang-el'-lo; from G303 and the base of G32; to announce (in detail):--declare, rehearse, report, show.  The Greek word anaggello comes from another Greek word ana.  The Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance defines ana as follows: ana, an-ah'; a prim. prep. and adv.; prop. up; but (by extens.) used (distributively) severally, or (locally) at (etc.):--and, apiece, by, each, every (man), in, through. In compounds (as a prefix) it often means (by impl.) repetition, intensity, reversal, etc.  As you can see from the definition of these two Greek words, the English word show carries with it, the idea of distribution.

So then, the work of the Holy Spirit is to distribute the Lord Jesus Christ unto His people.  Since one aspect of the Lord Jesus Christ is His character, one of the works of the Holy Spirit is to take His character and distribute it unto His people.  Just as we have to yield and cooperate with the Holy Spirit when we are baptized with Him, we have to yield and cooperate with Him as He transforms us into the image of Jesus.  In order for us to determine whether we are fully clothed with the character of the Lord Jesus Christ, we have to identify all of the ingredients that make up His character and the best way to do that is to turn to the word of God.

A.
There are many scriptures that describe various aspects of the character of the Lord Jesus Christ, but one of the best overall descriptions is found in (Galatians 5:22-23 KJV)  "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, {23} Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law."  Now we have to ask ourselves, was the Lord Jesus Christ love?  No doubt about it; the Bible declares in (John 15:13 KJV)  "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends."  Was the Lord Jesus Christ joy?  Sure He was, the Bible declares in (Hebrews 1:9 KJV)  "Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows."  Was the Lord Jesus Christ peace?  Definitely He was, The Bible declares in (Isaiah 9:6 KJV)  "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace."  Was the Lord Jesus Christ longsuffering?  Most definitely, the Bible declares in (2 Peter 3:9 KJV)  "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance."
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A.
Was the Lord Jesus Christ gentleness?  Sure He was, the Bible declares in (2 Corinthians 10:1 KJV)  "Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you:"  Was the Lord Jesus Christ goodness?  Unquestionably yes, the Bible declares in (Romans 11:22 KJV)  "Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off."  Was the Lord Jesus Christ faith?  Sure He was, the Bible declares in (Romans 3:22 KJV)  "Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:"  Was the Lord Jesus Christ meekness?  Definitely He was, the Bible declares in (2 Corinthians 10:1 KJV)  "Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you:" Was the Lord Jesus Christ temperance?  Sure He was, the Bible declares in (2 Peter 1:6-8 KJV)  "And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; {7} And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. {8} For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ."  (Before going any farther in this lesson, take a five-minute break and discuss how the Holy Spirit goes about the ministry of distributing the character of the Lord Jesus Christ unto His people.)
1.
The first attribute of the character of the Lord Jesus Christ is love.
a.
(John 13:1 KJV)  "Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end."

b.
(John 15:9 KJV)  "As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love."

c.
(Romans 8:35 KJV)  "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?"

d.
(1 John 3:16-18 KJV)  "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. {17} But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? {18} My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth."

e.
(1 Corinthians 13:4-7 KJV)  "Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, {5} Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; {6} Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; {7} Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things."

2.
The second attribute of the character of the Lord Jesus Christ is joy.
a.
(Nehemiah 8:10 KJV)  "Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength."

b.
(John 15:11 KJV)  "These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full."

c.
(John 17:13 KJV)  "And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves."

3.
The third attribute of the character of the Lord Jesus Christ is peace.
a.
(2 Thessalonians 3:16 KJV)  "Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means. The Lord be with you all."

b.
(John 14:27 KJV)  "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid."

c.
(John 16:33 KJV)  "These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." 
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d.
(Ephesians 2:14 KJV)  "For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;"
4.
The fourth attribute of the character of the Lord Jesus Christ is longsuffering.
a.
(1 Peter 3:20 KJV)  "Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water."

b.
(2 Peter 3:9 KJV)  "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance."

