"First Principles"
PRAISE
LESSON 27
One of the best illustrations that I know of to introduce the topic of praise is to refer to a poem written by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, “The Courtship Of Miles Standish”.  As the poem goes, Miles Standish was a shy person who wanted to court a young lady named Priscilla Mullins so he asked his friend John Alden to court her in his stead.  After courting Priscilla by proxy for awhile, the day came when Miles asked John if he would propose to Priscilla for him.  According to the poem, when John proposed to Priscilla for Miles, Priscilla replied, “Speak for yourself John Alden”.  It seems that during the time of courtship, Priscilla had fallen in love with John rather than Miles.

That’s exactly how praise works between God and His people.  He receives it from the people who will speak for themselves.  If we allow someone else to do it for us, He receives it from them and not from us.  He wants to hear our voice saying, “we love you Lord”, “we praise you Lord”, “we adore you Lord.” 

One of our purposes on earth is to praise the Lord, so it’s no wonder He seeks out those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth.  (John 4:23-24 KJV)  "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. {24} God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth."

When we truly enter into praise we are pleasing God, but at the same time we are building ourselves up in the most holy faith.  True praise requires an action on the part of the individual believer and if that action is not evident, true praise is not taking place.  True praise requires the believer to be a participator and not a spectator.  If you are a participator, you’ll enter in but if you are a spectator, you’ll only watch while others enter in.

To get a true understanding of what true praise really is we must remember, that in the Bible, there are several different Hebrew words that are translated into the English word “praise” and each one of these Hebrew words expresses a different aspect of “praise”.  Therefore if we are going to know which form of praise the Bible is speaking about we must know the meaning of the particular Hebrew word that is used.
So in these lessons we will give the definition of a Hebrew word and then give one or more scriptures where that particular Hebrew word is used.  For the purpose of this lesson, we will use the following definition of the word praise and will reserve the definition of worship for a later lesson.
Definition of Praise:
To kneel; to bless; to celebrate; to boast and make a show; to strike upon musical instruments and sing forth psalms and hymns.  To express with extended hands; to commend and praise in a loud tone; to express adoration and give glory to God with our whole being.

From the above definition, which was derived from the meaning of all the Hebrew words that are translated into the English word praise, we can clearly see that true praise involves a lot more than what we normally identify as praise.  While all praise falls within the category of worship, all worship does not fall within the category of praise.  In many cases we might offer praise to an individual for something great that he or she has accomplished but we should never offer worship to any individual regardless of how great their accomplishments may be.  Worship belongs to God and to God alone.  (Matthew 4:10 KJV)  "Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve."  When our praise goes beyond the level of thanks or acknowledgement it begins to border on the act of worship.  Before getting into the lesson, look at the definition of praise as taken from the Webster’s Dictionary.
Definition of Praise:
1 to set a price on; appraise 2 to commend the worth of; express approval or admiration of 3 to laud the glory of (God etc.) as in song; glorify; extol – n. 1 a praising or being praised; commendation or glorification [archaic] a reason or basis for praise – sing someone’s praises to praise someone highly – prais’er n.
A.
At this point we will give the Hebrew definition of each Hebrew word that is translated into the English word “praise”.  After the Hebrew definition, we will give one or more scriptures where that particular Hebrew word is used.  As you will note, the Hebrew word that is translated into the English word “praise” is also sometimes translated into another English word.
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1.
1288. barak, baw-rak'; a prim. root; to kneel; by impl. to bless God (as an act of adoration), and (vice-versa) man (as a benefit); also (by euphemism) to curse (God or the king, as treason):-- X abundantly, X altogether, X at all, blaspheme, bless, congratulate, curse, X greatly, X indeed, kneel (down), praise, salute, X still, thank.

(Used 324 times in 288 verses.)

a.
(Psalms 18:46 KJV)  "The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; and let the God of my salvation be exalted."
b.
(Psalms 63:4 KJV)  "Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name."
c.
(Psalms 72:15 KJV)  "And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba: prayer also shall be made for him continually; and daily shall he be praised."
2.
1984. halal, haw-lal'; a prim. root; to be clear (orig. of sound, but usually of color); to shine; hence to make a show, to boast; and thus to be (clamorously) foolish; to rave; causat. to celebrate; also to stultify:--(make) boast (self), celebrate, commend, (deal, make), fool (-ish, -ly), glory, give [light], be (make, feign self) mad (against), give in marriage, [sing, be worthy of] praise, rage, renowned, shine.

(Used 166 times in 139 verses.)
a.
(2 Chronicles 20:19 KJV)  "And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with a loud voice on high."
b.
(Psalms 22:22-23 KJV)  "I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. {23} Ye that fear the LORD, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel."
3.
2167. zamar, zaw-mar'; a prim, root [perh. ident. with H2168 through the idea of striking with the fingers]; prop. to touch the strings or parts of a musical instrument, i.e. play upon it; to make music, accompanied by the voice; hence to celebrate in song and music:--give praise, sing forth praises, psalms.

(Used 42 times in 36 verses.)
a.
(2 Samuel 22:50 KJV)  "Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and I will sing praises unto thy name." 

b.
(Psalms 47:6-7 KJV)  "Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises. {7} For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding." 

4.
3034. yadah, yaw-daw'; a prim. root; used only as denom. from H3027; lit. to use (i.e. hold out) the hand; phys. to throw (a stone, an arrow) at or away; espec. to revere or worship (with extended hands); intens. to bemoan (by wringing the hands):--cast (out), (make) confess (-ion), praise, shoot, (give) thank (-ful, -s, -sgiving).

(Used 114 times in 111 verses.)
a.
(Nehemiah 9:2-3 KJV)  "And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. {3} And they stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law of the LORD their God one fourth part of the day; and another fourth part they confessed, and worshipped the LORD their God."
b.
(Psalms 43:4-5 KJV)  "Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy: yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God my God. {5} Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God."
5.
7623. shabach, shaw-bakh'; a prim. root; prop. to address in a loud tone, i.e. (spec.) loud; fig. to pacify (as if by words):--commend, glory, keep in, praise, still, triumph.

(Used 11 times in 11 verses.)
a.
(Psalms 145:4 KJV)  "One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts." 

b.
(Psalms 147:12 KJV)  "Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion." 

6.
8416. tehillah, teh-hil-law'; from H1984; laudation; spec. (concr.) a hymn:--praise.
(Used 57 times in 57 verses.)
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a.
(Exodus 15:11 KJV)  "Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?"
b.
(Psalms 22:25 KJV)  "My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before them that fear him." 

7.
8426. towdah, to-daw'; from H3034; prop. an extension of the hand, i.e. (by impl.) avowal, or (usually) adoration; spec. a choir of worshippers:--confession, (sacrifice of) praise, thanks (-giving, offering).

(Used 32 times in 30 verses.)
a.
(Nehemiah 12:38-40 KJV)  "And the other company of them that gave thanks went over against them, and I after them, and the half of the people upon the wall, from beyond the tower of the furnaces even unto the broad wall; {39} And from above the gate of Ephraim, and above the old gate, and above the fish gate, and the tower of Hananeel, and the tower of Meah, even unto the sheep gate: and they stood still in the prison gate. {40} So stood the two companies of them that gave thanks in the house of God, and I, and the half of the rulers with me:" 

b.
(Psalms 100:1-4 KJV)  "A Psalm of praise. Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. {2} Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. {3} Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. {4} Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name." 

