"First Principles"

PRAISE (CONTINUED)
LESSON 28
Before going any further with our study of the Hebrew words that are translated into the English word “praise”, let’s go over the definitions of praise that we used in lesson 27.
Definition of Praise:
To kneel; to bless; to celebrate; to boast and make a show; to strike upon musical instruments and sing forth psalms and hymns.  To express with extended hands; to commend and praise in a loud tone; to express adoration and give glory to God with our whole being.

From the above definition, which was taken from all the Hebrew words that are translated into the English word praise, we can clearly see that true praise involves a lot more than what we normally identify as praise.  While all praise falls within the category of worship, all worship does not fall within the category of praise.  In many cases we might offer praise to an individual for something great that he or she has accomplished but we should never offer worship to any individual regardless of how great their accomplishments may be.  Worship belongs to God and to God alone.  (Matthew 4:10 KJV)  "Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve."  When our praise goes beyond the level of thanks or acknowledgement it begins to border on the act of worship.  Before getting into the lesson, look at the definition of praise as taken from the Webster’s Dictionary.
Definition of Praise:
1 to set a price on; appraise 2 to commend the worth of; express approval or admiration of 3 to laud the glory of (God etc.) as in song; glorify; extol – n. 1 a praising or being praised; commendation or glorification [archaic] a reason or basis for praise – sing someone’s praises to praise someone highly – prais’er n.
B.
Now let’s continue our study on the topic of praise.  In paragraph B. 1. & 2. we have chosen a scripture where two or more of the different Hebrew words that we studied in lesson 27 are used in the same scripture.  In an effort to make it easier to follow, we have inserted the Hebrew definition in bold print.  In paragraph B. 3. we have chosen a scripture where different Hebrew words that are normally translated, “praise” is translated into other English words.  Once again, in an effort to make it easier to follow, we have inserted the Hebrew definition of the word in bold print. right in the scripture.
1.
(2 Chronicles 20:21-22 KJV)  "And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise [1984. halal, haw-lal'; a prim. root; to be clear (orig. of sound, but usually of color); to shine; hence to make a show, to boast; and thus to be (clamorously) foolish; to rave; causat. to celebrate; also to stultify:--(make) boast (self), celebrate, commend, (deal, make), fool (-ish, -ly), glory, give [light], be (make, feign self) mad (against), give in marriage, [sing, be worthy of] praise, rage, renowned, shine.] the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise [3034. yadah, yaw-daw'; a prim. root; used only as denom. from H3027; lit. to use (i.e. hold out) the hand; phys. to throw (a stone, an arrow) at or away; espec. to revere or worship (with extended hands); intens. to bemoan (by wringing the hands):--cast (out), (make) confess (-ion), praise, shoot, (give) thank (-ful, -s, -sgiving).] the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever. {22} And when they began to sing and to praise, [8416. tehillah, teh-hil-law'; from H1984; laudation; spec. (concr.) a hymn:--praise.] the LORD set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten."
2.
(Psalms 149:3 KJV)  "Let them praise [1984. halal, haw-lal'; a prim. root; to be clear (orig. of sound, but usually of color); to shine; hence to make a show, to boast; and thus to be (clamorously) foolish; to rave; causat. to celebrate; also to stultify:--(make) boast (self), celebrate, commend, (deal, make), fool (-ish, -ly), glory, give [light], be (make, feign self) mad (against), give in marriage, [sing, be worthy of] praise, rage, renowned, shine.] his name in the dance: let them sing praises [8416. tehillah, teh-hil-law'; from H1984; laudation; spec. (concr.) a hymn:--praise.] unto him with the timbrel and harp."
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3.
(Psalms 100:4 KJV)  "Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, [8426. towdah, to-daw'; from H3034; prop. an extension of the hand, i.e. (by impl.) avowal, or (usually) adoration; spec. a choir of worshippers:--confession, (sacrifice of) praise, thanks (-giving, offering).] and into his courts with praise: [8416. tehillah, teh-hil-law'; from H1984; laudation; spec. (concr.) a hymn:--praise.] be thankful [3034. yadah, yaw-daw'; a prim. root; used only as denom. from H3027; lit. to use (i.e. hold out) the hand; phys. to throw (a stone, an arrow) at or away; espec. to revere or worship (with extended hands); intens. to bemoan (by wringing the hands):--cast (out), (make) confess (-ion), praise, shoot, (give) thank (-ful, -s, -sgiving).] unto him, and bless [1288. barak, baw-rak'; a prim. root; to kneel; by impl. to bless God (as an act of adoration), and (vice-versa) man (as a benefit); also (by euphemism) to curse (God or the king, as treason):-- X abundantly, X altogether, X at all, blaspheme, bless, congratulate, curse, X greatly, X indeed, kneel (down), praise, salute, X still, thank.] his name."
C.
In our definition of praise, we noted that praise incorporates the use of musical instruments.  Now let’s look at a few scriptures that mention the use of musical instruments.  In an effort to make it easier for the student to follow, we have highlighted the identity of the musical instrument in bold.
1.
Genesis 31:27 (KJV)  "Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp?" 

2.
(2 Samuel 6:5 KJV)  "And David and all the house of Israel played before the LORD on all manner of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals."

3.
Psalms 150:3-5 (KJV)  "Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp. {4} Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs. {5} Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals." 

4.
1 Kings 1:40 (KJV)  "And all the people came up after him, and the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them." 

5.
Daniel 3:5 (KJV)  "That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up:" 

6.
Psalms 33:2 (KJV)  "Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings." 

D.
We have looked at the topic of praise through the eyes of the Old Testament: now let’s turn our attention to the New Testament to see how the Greek words describe praise.

1.
1868. epainos, ep'-ahee-nos; from G1909 and the base of G134; laudation; concr. a commendable thing:--praise.  (Used 11 times in 11 verses.)
a.
Romans 2:29 (KJV)  "But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God." 

b.
Romans 13:3 (KJV)  "For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:" 

c.
Ephesians 1:12 (KJV)  "That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ." 

d.
Ephesians 1:14 (KJV)  "Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory." 

2.
134. aineo, ahee-neh'-o; from G136; to praise (God):--praise.  (Used 9 times in 9 verses.)  [It is most often translated “praising”.]
a.
Luke 2:13-14 (KJV)  "And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, {14} Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men." 
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b.
Luke 19:37 (KJV)  "And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen;" 

c.
Luke 24:52-53 (KJV)  "And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: {53} And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen." 

d.
Acts 3:8-9 (KJV)  "And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. {9} And all the people saw him walking and praising God:" 

3.
1391. doxa, dox'-ah; from the base of G1380; glory (as very apparent), in a wide application (lit. or fig., obj. or subj.):--dignity, glory (-ious), honour, praise, worship.  (Used 170 times in 151 verses)  [Translated into both, worship and praise.]  {Most often translated to “glory”.}
a.
John 9:24 (KJV)  "Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner." 

b.
John 12:43 (KJV)  "For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God." 

c.
1 Peter 4:11 (KJV)  "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 

4.
1867. epaineo, ep-ahee-neh'-o; from G1909 and G134; to applaud:--commend, laud, praise.
a.
Luke 16:8 (KJV)  "And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light." 

b.
Romans 15:10-11 (KJV)  "And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people. {11} And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people."
c.
1 Corinthians 11:2 (KJV)  "Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you."
d.
1 Corinthians 11:22 (KJV)  "What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not."
5.
133. ainesis, ah'ee-nes-is; from G134; a praising (the act), i.e. (spec.) a thank (-offering):--praise.  (Used 1 time in 1 verse)
a.
Hebrews 13:15 (KJV)  "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name."
6.
5214. humneo, hoom-neh'-o; from G5215; to hymn, i.e. sing a religious ode; by impl. to celebrate (God) in song:--sing an hymn (praise unto).  (Used 6 times in 4 verses.)
a.
Matthew 26:30 (KJV)  "And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives." 

c.
Acts 16:25 (KJV)  "And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them." 

d.
Hebrews 2:12 (KJV)  "Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee." 

7.
136. ainos, ah'ee-nos; appar. a prim. word; prop. a story, but used in the sense of G1868; praise (of God):--praise.
a.
Matthew 21:16 (KJV)  "And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?" 

