"First Principles"
BORN AGAIN - REDEEMED - SAVED - SALVATION

LESSON 3
In lesson 1 and 2 we established the fact that the foundation upon which all-first principles are built, is the Lord Jesus Christ.  In this lesson we will detail the experience that puts a person on the road toward building upon that foundation of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This experience is expressed in the following terms: Born Again, Redeemed, Saved and Salvation.  Although these terms are different, they all refer to the experience of receiving deliverance, forgiveness and remission of sins.  Being born again, describes the instantaneous act of being conceived and birthed into the kingdom of God through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Being redeemed describes the instantaneous act in which Jesus went to the cross to purchase humanity back from satan.  Being saved describes the instantaneous act by which God delivered us from the penalty of sin and from the power of sin over our lives.  Salvation refers to the ongoing process by which God continues to deliver us from the penalty of sin and from the power of sin over our lives.  It is the work of grace that starts with our spiritual birth and continues until Jesus returns.  Before going any farther in this lesson, we want to emphasize that there is absolutely no way for a person to receive “Salvation” and experience being “Born Again”, “Redeemed” and “Saved”, without accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal savior.  Now let’s look at each of these terms separately, remembering that all of them are referring to a different aspect of the same work of God’s grace. (Grace is the unmerited favor of God toward fallen man.)

A.
The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words provide us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated “born”.

1.
1080. gennao, ghen-nah'-o; from a var. of G1085; to procreate (prop. of the father, but by extens. of the mother); fig. to regenerate:--bear, beget, be born, bring forth, conceive, be delivered of, gender, make, spring.

B.
The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated “again”. 

1.
509. anothen, an'-o-then; from G507; from above; by anal. from the first; by impl. anew:--from above, again, from the beginning (very first), the top.

C.
Based upon the above Greek definitions, we will define the term born again as follows: being born again, describes the instantaneous act of being conceived and birthed through the power of the Holy Spirit.  This act of being conceived and birthed from above is a spiritual birth; and no person can become part of the Kingdom of God without experiencing it.

1.
John 3:3 & 6 (KJV)  {3} “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” {6} “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” 

D.
At this point let’s look at the reasons why it is necessary for us to have the biblical experience of being born again.  When God created Adam and Eve, He created them with a body, a soul and a spirit.  Then He placed them in the Garden of Eden and commanded them that they were not to eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  God knew before hand, that if Adam and Eve ate the fruit of this tree, it would kill their spirit.  So the purpose of God’s commandment was to protect them from the certainty of spiritual death.  However, Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s commandment and in open rebellion against God, they ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  This act of sin killed the spirits of Adam and Eve, and from that time to the present, every human being except for Jesus, has been born spiritually dead.  For that reason no human being can be part of the spiritual kingdom of God without being born again. 

1.
Genesis 2:17 (KJV)  "But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." 

2.
Romans 5:12 (KJV)  "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:" 

E.
The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated redeemed. 
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1.
59. agorazo, ag-or-ad'-zo; from G58; prop. to go to market, i.e. (by impl.) to purchase; spec. to redeem:--buy, redeem. 

F.
Based upon the above Greek definition, we will define the term redeemed as follows: being redeemed describes the instantaneous act in which Jesus went to the cross to purchase humanity back from satan.  When Adam and Eve sinned, their spirit died and satan became the god of this world.  He also became the official owner of Adam and Eve and thereby became the owner of humanity.  If mankind was going to be redeemed, they would have to be purchased back from satan and the only substance that could, and did, have the type of purchasing power to redeem mankind, was the innocent blood that Jesus shed on the cross of Calvary. 

1.
Ephesians 1:7 (KJV)  "In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;" 

2.
Ephesians 1:13-14 (KJV)  "In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, {14} Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory." 

3.
Revelation 5:9 (KJV)  "And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;" 

G.
The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated “saved”. 

1.
4982. sozo, sode'-zo; from a prim.  sos (contr. for obsol.  saos, "safe"); to save, i.e. deliver or protect (lit. or fig.):--heal, preserve, save (self), do well, be (make) whole. 

H.
Based upon the above Greek definition, we will define the term saved as follows: being saved describes the instantaneous act by which God delivered us from the penalty of sin and from the power of sin over our lives.  The penalty of sin is eternal damnation in hell, but thanks be to God, sins penalty is rendered void when we come to Jesus and accept Him as our Lord and Savior. 

1.
John 3:16-18 (KJV)  "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. {17} For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. {18} He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God." 

2.
Acts 16:29-31 (KJV)  "Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, {30} And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? {31} And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house." 

3.
(Matthew 1:21 KJV)  "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins." 

I.
The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated “salvation”. 

1.
4991. soteria, so-tay-ree'-ah; fem. of a der. of G4990 as (prop. abstr.) noun; rescue or safety (phys. or mor.):--deliver, health, salvation, save, saving. 

J.
Based upon the above Greek definition, we will define the term salvation as follows: salvation refers to the ongoing process by which God continues to deliver us from the penalty of sin and from the power of sin over our lives.  It is the work of grace that starts with our spiritual birth and continues until Jesus returns.  The following scriptures verify the ongoing process of God’s salvation. 
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1.
Romans 13:11 (KJV)  "And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed." 

2.
(Revelation 12:10 KJV)  "And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night." 

3.
(1 Thessalonians 5:8 KJV)  "But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation." 

