"First Principles"
BORN AGAIN - REDEEMED - SAVED – SALVATION (CONTINUED)
LESSON 4
K.
In lesson 3 we defined the terms, Born Again, Redeemed, Saved and Salvation.  We stated that each of these terms refer to the same spiritual experience that takes place when we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  In this lesson we will look at the things that are required from anyone desiring to have this experience.  Let’s start by turning to the book of Acts and dealing with the question, What must I do to be saved?  (Acts 16:27-30 KJV)  "And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. {28} But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. {29} Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, {30} And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  Note that the keeper of the prison wanted to know what he needed to do in order to be saved.  Keep in mind that this same question could have been phrased three other ways: 1) What must I do to experience being born again? 2) What must I do to be redeemed? 3) What must I do to receive salvation?  With that in mind, let’s look at the Biblical requirements for being Born Again, being Redeemed, being Saved and receiving Salvation.

L.
In order to be saved, it is necessary to hear the message of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Once we hear, we either reject the message or we respond by: 1) acknowledging, 2) repenting, 3) believing, 4) receiving and 5) confessing.  Let’s look at each of these responses separately.  The Bible declares that we must acknowledge that we are sinners and that Jesus is the only antidote (cure) that can destroy the power of sin.  The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated acknowledge. 

1.
1921. epiginosko, ep-ig-in-oce'-ko; from G1909 and G1097; to know upon some mark, i.e. recognize; by impl. to become fully acquainted with, to acknowledge:--(ac-, have, take) know (-ledge, well), perceive.

2.
1922. epignosis, ep-ig'-no-sis; from G1921; recognition, i.e. (by impl.) full discernment, acknowledgment:-(ac-) knowledge (-ing, -ment).

a.
Based upon the above Greek definition, we will define the term acknowledge as follows:

(1)
To acknowledge means to recognize and openly admit that we have sinned.

(a)
(1 John 1:8-10 KJV)  "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. {9} If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. {10} If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us."

(b)
(Jeremiah 3:13 KJV)  "Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD."

M.
But even if we acknowledge that we are sinners, the Bible also says that we must repent.  The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated repent. 

1.
3340. metanoeo, met-an-o-eh'-o; from G3326 and G3539; to think differently or afterwards, i.e. reconsider (mor. feel compunction):--repent. 

2.
3341. metanoia, met-an'-oy-ah; from G3340; (subj.) compunction (for guilt, includ. reformation); by impl. reversal (of [another's] decision):--repentance. 

a.
Based upon the above Greek definition, we will define the term repent as follows: 

(1)
To repent means to reconsider and think differently about your sin by being remorsefully sorry for your sin: recognizing your own guilt and making the decision to stop sinning. 

(a)
Acts 2:38 (KJV)  "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 
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(b)
Acts 17:30 (KJV)  "And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:" 

N.
Another thing the Bible says we must do is believe.  The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated believe. 

1.
4100. pisteuo, pist-yoo'-o; from G4102; to have faith (in, upon, or with respect to, a person or thing), i.e. credit; by impl. to entrust (espec. one's spiritual well-being to Christ):--believe (-r), commit (to trust), put in trust with. 

a.
Based upon the above Greek definition, we will define the term believe as follows: 

(1)
To believe means to put your total trust, faith and reliance in the fact that Jesus died to save you from the penalty of your sins and that He and He alone is able to redeem you. 

(a)
John 3:16-18 (KJV)  "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. {17} For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. {18} He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God." 

(b)
Hebrews 11:6 (KJV)  "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." 

O.
The Bible also says that we must receive.  The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated receive. 

1.
2983. lambano, lam-ban'-o; a prol. form of a prim. verb, which is used only as an alt. in certain tenses; to take (in very many applications, lit. and fig. [prop. obj. or act., to get hold of; whereas G1209 is rather subj. or pass., to have offered to one; while G138 is more violent, to seize or remove]):--accept, + be amazed, assay, attain, bring, X when I call, catch, come on (X unto), + forget, have, hold, obtain, receive (X after), 

a.
Based upon the above Greek definition, we will define the term receive as follows: 

(1)
To receive means to accept the salvation that Jesus offers to all the world. 

(a)
John 1:12 (KJV)  "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:" 

(b)
(Acts 10:43 KJV)  "To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins." 

(c)
(Acts 26:18 KJV)  "To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me." 

P.
Last but not least, the Bible says that we must confess the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior.  The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated “confess”. 

1.
3670. homologeo, hom-ol-og-eh'-o; from a comp. of the base of G3674 and G3056; to assent, i.e. covenant, acknowledge:--con- (pro-) fess, confession is made, give thanks, promise. 

a.
Based upon the above Greek definition, we will define the term confess as follows: 

(1)
To confess means to acknowledge and make confession of the fact that you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior. 
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(a)
Romans 10:9-10 (KJV)  "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. {10} For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." 

(b)
Matthew 10:32 (KJV)  "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven." 

Now that you know about the experience that makes you a Christian and what you need to do in order to have this experience for yourself, I have to bring you to the very purpose and meaning of lesson 3 & 4.  It is now decision time.  For those who have never made the decision to follow Christ, I want to lead you in a prayer.  (right now where ever you are, bow your head and say this prayer with me) - - - -“Father I come to You in the name of Jesus”. - - - “I confess to You that I am a sinner and I recognize that I need Your forgiveness”. - - - “I believe that Jesus is Your Only Begotten Son and that He came to earth in order to die for me and to pay the penalty for my sins”. - - - “I receive Him right now as my Lord and as my Savior”. - - - “Jesus come into my heart right now; and help me to serve you from this day forward”. - - - “I thank you for forgiving all of my sins and allowing me to spend eternity with you”. - - - “I pray this prayer in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost”. - - - Amen!!

If you just prayed this prayer and want to confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, go to the contact us page of our web site and send us your testimony.  We pray that you will grow and abound in the Lord.  There are three things that we recommend that will help you: first, start off by reading your Bible on a daily basis.  Begin by reading the Gospel of John and read it through several times before going on to the other gospels.
2nd spend time in prayer every day.  God wants to hear from you.

3rd find a good church so you can fellowship with other Christians.
If you prayed and received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior - - - The Lord bless you and keep you: The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you: The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
