"First Principles"

PRAYER

LESSON 5
“Prayer is the vehicle that moves the hand of God.”  Prayer is one of the most important, yet at the same time, one of the most neglected assets that the Christian has at their disposal.  (At this point, take a couple of moments and read the words of that great old hymn, “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”).  Throughout the Bible, God continually reminds us of the importance of prayer.  (James 5:16 KJV)  "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much."  If you and I will do our part, God is more than willing to do His part.  (2 Chronicles 7:13-14 KJV)  "If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people; {14} If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land."

A.
For the purpose of this lesson, we will define the act of prayer as: 

1.
Communicating with God by talking directly to Him, either orally (out loud) or mentally (in the mind).

B.
The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated “pray”. 

1.
4336. proseuchomai, pros-yoo'-khom-ahee; from G4314 and G2172; to pray to God, i.e. supplicate, worship:--pray (X earnestly, for), make prayer. 

C.
The Strong’s Dictionary of Greek words, provides us with the following definition of the Greek word that is translated “prayer”. 

1.
4335. proseuche, pros-yoo-khay'; from G4336; prayer (worship); by impl. an oratory (chapel):--X pray earnestly, prayer. 

D.
“Why should I pray”?  Since the answers to that question are so numerous, we will concern ourselves with the three specific reasons that we consider to be the most important.  These reasons are: 1) Prayer is not an option; it is a commandment that was given to all Christians. 2) We need to pray in order to follow the example of Jesus. 3) We need to pray because the answer to prayer has been promised, as long as we meet the conditions for successful prayer.  (The conditions for successful prayer will be covered in lesson 7 of this series.)

1.
Prayer is not an option, it is a commandment that was given to all Christians. 

a.
1 Thessalonians 5:17 (KJV)  "Pray without ceasing." 

b.
1 Timothy 2:8 (KJV)  "I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting." 

c.
Isaiah 56:7 (KJV)  "Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people." 

d.
Luke 21:36 (KJV)  "Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man." 

2.
We need to pray in order to follow the example of Jesus.  If He had a need to pray, it should be understood that our need for prayer is even greater. 

a.
Matthew 14:23 (KJV)  "And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone." 

b.
Matthew 26:36 (KJV)  "Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder." 
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c.
Luke 6:12 (KJV)  "And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God." 

3.
The answer to prayer has been promised, if we meet the conditions for successful prayer. (The conditions for successful prayer will be covered in lesson 7 of this series.) 

a.
Isaiah 65:24 (KJV)  "And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear." 

b.
Jeremiah 33:3 (KJV)  "Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not." 

c.
Luke 11:9 (KJV)  "And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you." 

d.
John 14:14 (KJV)  "If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it." 

e.
John 15:7 (KJV)  "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." 

f.
1 John 3:22 (KJV)  "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight." 

E.
At this point, let’s take a few minutes and look at the topic of corporate prayer.  Corporate prayer is the coming together of the whole church for the purpose of lifting up a united voice unto the Lord.  A good illustration of how corporate prayer becomes more effective when we have the combined efforts of the whole church can be found in Exodus 17:10-12 (KJV)  "So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. {11} And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. {12} But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun."  Corporate prayer can be compared to a tug of war with the church on one side and the world on the other side.  When the whole church is involved, the church prevails, when the whole church is not involved, the world prevails.  Satan is fearful when the entire church begins to get involved in the tug of war called corporate prayer and for that reason, he will even try to use something that would otherwise be good, in order to distract and prevent us from participating.  Although we shouldn’t wait until we are in trouble before we begin to participate in corporate prayer, during times of trouble, corporate prayer should be our emphasis.  Joel 1:14 (KJV)  "Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD."  Joel 2:15-16 (KJV)  "Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: {16} Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet.”

E.
Joel 2:-17 (KJV)  “Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?".  Among the many benefits of corporate prayer, the following are more evident: 1) Multiplied Power.  Ecclesiastes 4:12 (KJV)  "And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken."  Matthew 18:19 (KJV)  "Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven."  2) Unity of Prayer.  Acts 1:14 (KJV)  "These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren." [Supplication means to beg or pray humbly, making an earnest request.]  Acts 4:24 (KJV)  "And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:"  3) Mutual Burden Sharing.  Acts 12:5 & 12 (KJV)  "{5} Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. {12} And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying."  Galatians 6:2 (KJV)  "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ." 
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1.
In order to combine our efforts in the area of corporate prayer, every believer should commit himself or herself to at least one corporate prayer gathering each week.  Some practical suggestions to follow during times of corporate prayer are: 1) Be on time. 2) Sit or kneel in a big circle or in close proximity to others so that you can hear them and they can hear you. 3) Be willing to lead out in prayer but at the same time, make room for every person to pray. 4) Sincerely identify with the prayers and burdens of each person as they pray. 5) Search your heart to be sure that you have forgiven the trespasses of others so that God will forgive yours.

