"First Principles"
PRAYER (CONTINUED)
LESSON 7
There are various ingredients that go into the process of successful prayer.  The degree to which all of the right ingredients are present, determines whether we are praying successfully or not.  The best way to describe successful prayer is to say, “successful prayer is answered prayer”.  However, answered prayer doesn't necessarily mean that we always get everything we ask for nor do we get everything in the exact way that we ask.  2 Corinthians 12:8-9 (KJV)  "For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. {9} And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me." and Deuteronomy 3:25-28 (KJV)  "I pray thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon. {26} But the LORD was wroth with me for your sakes, and would not hear me: and the LORD said unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this matter. {27} Get thee up into the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, and northward, and southward, and eastward, and behold it with thine eyes: for thou shalt not go over this Jordan. {28} But charge Joshua, and encourage him, and strengthen him: for he shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which thou shalt see."  In this lesson we will look at some of the ingredients that go into the process of both, successful and unsuccessful prayers.  Keep in mind that successful prayer is answered prayer.

G.
Ingredients that promote successful prayer.

1.
Prayers that are offered in true humility and repentance.

a.
2 Chronicles 7:14 (KJV)  "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land."

2.
Prayers that are offered with the whole heart. 

a.
Jeremiah 29:13 (KJV)  "And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart." 

3.
Prayers that are offered in faith. 

a.
Mark 11:24 (KJV)  "Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." 

4.
Prayers that are offered in righteousness. 

a.
James 5:16 (KJV)  "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." 

5.
Prayers that are offered in obedience. 

a.
1 John 3:22 (KJV)  "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight." 

6.
Prayers that are offered in unity and harmony. 

a.
1 Peter 3:5-7 (KJV)  "For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: {6} Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement. {7} Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered." 

H.
Ingredients that promote unsuccessful prayer. 

1.
Prayers that are offered in disobedience. 
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a.
1 Samuel 28:6 (KJV)  "And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets." and 1 Samuel 28:15-18 (KJV)  "And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do. {16} Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from thee, and is become thine enemy? {17} And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by me: for the LORD hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David: {18} Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the LORD, nor executedst his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the LORD done this thing unto thee this day." 

2.
Prayers that are offered with indifference. 

a.
Proverbs 1:27-30 (KJV)  "When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. {28} Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: {29} For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: {30} They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof." 

3.
Prayers that are offered while neglecting mercy. 

a.
Proverbs 21:13 (KJV)  "Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard." 

4.
Prayers that are offered while practicing iniquity. 

a.
Isaiah 59:1-2 (KJV)  "Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: {2} But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear." 

b.
Isaiah 1:15-17 (KJV)  "And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood. {16} Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; {17} Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow." 

c.
Psalms 66:18 (KJV)  "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:" 

5.
Prayers that are offered with doubt and unbelief. 

a.
James 1:5-8 (KJV)  "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. {6} But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. {7} For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. {8} A double minded man is unstable in all his ways." 

6.
Prayers that are offered for self Indulgence. 

a.
James 4:1-3 (KJV)  "From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? {2} Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. {3} Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts." 

I.
A few examples of successful prayers. 

1.
Moses. 

a.
Exodus 15:23-25 (KJV)  "And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah. {24} And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? {25} And he cried unto the LORD; and the LORD showed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them," 

PRAYER (CONTINUED)
LESSON NUMBER 7, PAGE 3
Continuation of Paragraph I.
2.
Gideon. 

a.
Judges 6:39-40 (KJV)  "And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but this once: let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew. {40} And God did so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground." 

3.
Hannah. 

a.
1 Samuel 1:26-28 (KJV)  "And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the LORD. {27} For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition which I asked of him: {28} Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the LORD. And he worshipped the LORD there." 

4.
Samuel. 

a.
1 Samuel 7:8-10 (KJV)  "And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the LORD our God for us, that he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines. {9} And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him. {10} And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel." 

5.
Solomon. 

a.
1 Kings 9:3 (KJV)  "And the LORD said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast made before me: I have hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually." 

6.
Elijah. 

a.
1 Kings 18:37-38 (KJV)  "Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. {38} Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench." 

7.
Hezekiah. 

a.
2 Kings 19:19-20 (KJV)  "Now therefore, O LORD our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the LORD God, even thou only. {20} Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, That which thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have heard." 

8.
The Early Church. 

a.
Acts 4:31 (KJV)  "And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness." 

J.
Remember, prayer is the vehicle that moves the hand of God.  It is one of the most important, but at the same time, one of the most neglected assets that the Christian has at their disposal. 
