"First Principles"
THE BIBLE (CONTINUED)
LESSON 9
In lesson 8 we talked about the Bible being our spiritual food, our Manual of Faith and Practice and our final authority for all things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.  We also looked at the three components that constitutes a total man.  These components are: the spirit, the soul and the body.  It is the spirit of man that requires spiritual food in order to stay alive and be healthy.  Now we will look at the composition of the Bible and how to effectively use it.  The statistics listed in this lesson plan have been gathered from several sources off the internet.  Some of the facts and figures I have checked out and counted personally and I can state that they are accurate; for those that I was not able to verify personally, I will rely upon the providers of the information for their accuracy.  Since the figures seem to differ from source to source, I have chosen those that are the same with two or more sources.

E.
What are the divisions and subdivisions of the Bible?

1.
There are 1,189 chapters, 31,102 verses, 783,134 words and 3,566,480 letters in the Bible.  There are 929 chapters, 23,145 verses, 602,583 words and 2,728,100 letters in the Old Testament.  There are 260 chapters, 7,957 verses, 180,551 words and 838,380 letters in the New Testament.  The longest chapter in the Bible is Psalms chapter 119 and the shortest chapter in the Bible is Psalms chapter 117.  In between the longest and the shortest chapters in the Bible, we find the middle verse of the Bible and in the middle verse of the Bible, we find God: (Psalms 118:8 KJV)  "It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man."  The longest book in the Bible is the book of Psalms and the shortest book in the Bible is the 3rd epistle of John.  The Bible consists of 66 books: 39 books in the old testament and 27 books in the new testament.  These 66 books are the only ones that are accepted by the majority of Bible believing churches, as being inspired by the Holy Spirit.  They are the only books that contain prophesy about Jesus and they are the only books that Jesus and the Apostles quoted from.  Another way of validating the authenticity of these 66 books of the Bible is to start with Jesus.  He gave us some guidelines in Luke 24:44 (KJV)  "And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me."  Jesus also identified some of the prophets by name and if Jesus called them prophets, that should be good enough for all of us.  Luke 11:29 (KJV)  "And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, This is an evil generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet."  Luke 24:27 (KJV)  "And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself." and Matthew 24:15 (KJV)  "When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)"  You may also note that some of the prophets Jesus identified, also identified others as being prophets.  (Daniel 9:1-2 KJV)  "In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; {2} In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem."
a.
The longest chapter in the Old Testament is Psalms chapter 119 and the shortest chapter in the Old Testament is Psalms chapter 117.  The longest book in the Old Testament is the book of Psalms and the shortest book in the Old Testament is the book of Obadiah.  The Old Testament consists of 39 books which are divided into the following categories: The first five books; Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy are called the Pentateuch.  The next twelve books; Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther are called the History Books.  The next five books; Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon are called the Poetry Books.  The next five books; Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel and Daniel are called the Major Prophet Books.  The final twelve books; Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi are called the Minor Prophet Books. 
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b.
The longest chapter in the New Testament is Luke chapter 1 and the shortest chapter in the New Testament is chapter 1 of the 1st Epistle of John.  The longest book in the New Testament is the book of Acts and the shortest book in the New Testament is the 3rd epistle of John.  The New Testament consists of 27 books which are divided into the following categories: The first four books; Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are called the Gospels.  The next book; the Acts of the Apostles or Acts is called the History Book.  The next fourteen books; Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon and Hebrews are called the Pauline Epistles.  The next seven books; James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John and Jude are called the General Epistles.  The final book; Revelation is called the Prophecy Book.

F.
Now that we know a little about the composition of the Bible, let’s learn a few practical ideas that can help us get more out of our study. 

1.
Memorize the divisions of the Bible and the sequence of the books of the old and new testaments. 

2.
The index (in the front) is a big help.  During the time that you are memorizing the scope and sequence of the Bible, you should use the index to help you find the various books more quickly.  Using the index will also help you to memorize the location and order of the Bible. 

3.
The concordance (in the back) is also a tremendous help.  As long as you know one or two of the important words in a particular verse, the concordance will help you to find that verse more quickly. 

4.
Notes (hand written in your Bible by you) help you to remember explanations of certain scriptures and doctrines. 

5.
Marking your Bible (also done by you) is generally done by highlighting particular scriptures according to topic: each topic requiring a different color code.  Some Bibles are printed with this type of marking already done for you.  An example of this is the Rainbow Study Bible which is completely color coded and the red letter edition which has the words that Jesus spoke printed in red.  Since you normally do not carry several different colored highlighters to all the public meetings and due to time limitations, this type of marking in your Bible is intended for your private study time.

a.
Red - Salvation. 

b.
Green - Prophecy. 

c.
Yellow - Holy Spirit, Etc. Etc. Etc. 

6.
References are found in close proximity to the scripture you read.  By turning to these scripture references you can get a better understanding of the scriptures. 

7.
It is important to get into the right atmosphere and eliminate distractions prior to starting your Bible study. 

a.
Worship and pray, we enter into His presence this way. 

b.
Ask God to help you understand.  Ephesians 1:17-18 (KJV)  "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints," 

c.
Get into an atmosphere conducive to study and away from as many distractions as possible. 

d.
Read slowly and stop periodically to meditate and pray over what God has been saying.  If you find your mind wandering, stop, bring your thoughts under subjection and then re-read the verses you missed. 

e.
Unless you are doing a topical or in depth verse by verse study, don’t skip around each time you read, but rather complete one book at a time. 

f.
Finally, set a specific time each day, study the Word, and be consistent.  Do anything that works favorably for you as an individual. 

