“Church Government”

LEADERS & LEADERSHIP
LESSON 2
A.
In this lesson we will be referring to the ascension gift ministers by their Biblical title of Elder which is translated from the Greek word presbuteros [presbuteros - (elderly); older; as noun, a senior; specifically an Israelite Sanhedrist (also figuratively, member of the celestial council) or Christian “presbyter”].  We will be referring to the presiding elder by the title of Bishop which is translated from the Greek words episkopos [episkopos – a superintendent, that is, Christian officer in general charge of a (or the) church (literally or figuratively] and episkopeo [episkopeo – to oversee; by implication to beware].  We will also be referring to the bishop and elders as “leadership” and “church government”.  As we use the terms leadership and church government, we want to be sure that everyone understands that they do not necessarily mean the same thing.  Church government is comprised of the ascension gift / 5 fold ministers only, whereas leadership is comprised of the ascension gift / 5 fold ministers plus any other duly appointed ministers such as the “music ministry leader”, “the sound ministry leader”, “the youth ministry leader, etc. etc.  For the purpose of this lesson, we will define a leader and leadership as follows: 

1.
A leader is the individual who has been given the authority to lead.  The mark of a true leader is that they can always be defined as “someone who is going somewhere and taking other people with them”. 

a.
A leader’s position of authority within the local and universal church is based upon 1) the recognized call of God upon their life and 2) their proper appointment by the authority over them.

2.
Leadership is defined as the bishop and elder(s), plus any other believer that the bishop and elder(s) have appointed to fulfill a position of authority within the local and universal church.

B.
Prior to specifically mentioning any church government position, let’s look at the common denominator that can be identified in all of them.  This common denominator is what we call the military aspect of leadership.  Some of the military aspects of leadership are as follows: 

1.
The basic training factor.

a.
Basic training is the proving ground where God puts us through the disciplines and rigors of leadership to determine whether we are willing to let Him continue our training or not.  Matthew 20:16 (KJV)  "So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen."  Generally speaking, basic training is the initial experience in the making of any leader.  If we look at Joseph and other leaders listed in the Bible, we find that all of them went through God’s basic training. 

2.
The soldier factor: 

a.
2 Timothy 2:1-7 (KJV)  "Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. {2} And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. {3} Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. {4} No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. {5} And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. {6} The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. {7} Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things."

3.
The war factor: 

a.
Proverbs 20:18 (KJV)  "Every purpose is established by counsel: and with good advice make war."

b.
Psalms 144:1-2 (KJV)  "A Psalm of David. Blessed be the LORD my strength, which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight: {2} My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I trust; who subdueth my people under me."

c.
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (KJV)  "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: {4} (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) {5} Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;"
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d.
Proverbs 24:6 (KJV)  "For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude of counsellors there is safety."

e.
1 Timothy 1:18 (KJV)  "This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;" 

f.
Revelation 19:11 (KJV)  "And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war." 

4.
The authority factor:

a.
Matthew 7:29 (KJV)  "For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes." 

b.
Mark 13:34 (KJV)  "For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch." 

c.
Titus 2:15 (KJV)  "These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee." 

d.
Matthew 8:5-13 (KJV)  "And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, {6} And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. {7} And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. {8} The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. {9} For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. {10} When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. {11} And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. {12} But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 

5.
The armour factor:

a.
Romans 13:12 (KJV)  "The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light."

b.
Ephesians 6:10-18 (KJV)  "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. {11} Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. {12} For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. {13} Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. {14} Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; {15} And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; {16} Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. {17} And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: {18} Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;"

C.
Now that we have covered some of the factors of the military aspect of leadership, we will take a look at the overall topic of leadership.
Over the course of the last 2,000 years, many changes have occurred within the societies of the world.  In order to stay abreast with these changes, the church has made many adjustments in it’s’ structure and ministries.  These adjustments included the formation of choirs, nurseries, Sunday schools, children’s church, ushers, food and housing for the poor, day schools, etc. etc. etc.  The people that manage these ministries are the people that the bishop has appointed to what we will identify as, “a limited role of leadership”.  They are what we would call today, “a department head” or using a more biblical term, they are deacons.  Their authority and leadership role starts and ends within the area of responsibility that was given to them.  Even though their specific job title may not be mentioned in the Bible, they are no less leadership than the job titles that are mentioned in the Bible.
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D.
Knowing that every local church is somewhat different in their belief and structure, we will not attempt to name every position within the church and classify them as leadership.  However we will briefly mention each of the church governmental positions and the ministries that seem to fall within the category of that specific governmental position.  Once again, these are the church governmental positions that are listed in the Bible.  When we consider the covering aspect of the church governmental positions let us make this statement:  “Every person in the body of Christ needs a Biblical covering”.  The congregations need the covering of the elders, the elders need the covering of the bishop and the bishop needs the covering of another bishop”
1.
Bishop:

a.
A bishop is the person who is in charge (overseer / superintendent / senior 5 fold minister) of a particular denomination, a particular ministry, a particular church or a particular group of churches or ministries.  The term bishop was never meant to indicate ones importance or superiority within the body of Christ, but rather their position among the eldership of a particular church or churches.  In this lesson we are going to be referring to the ascension gift ministers by their Biblical title of “elder” and the presiding elder by their Biblical title of “bishop” (overseer / superintendent / senior 5 fold minister).
(1)
The definition of the two Greek words that are translated into the English word Bishop is as follows:

(a)
1984. episkope, ep-is-kop-ay'; from G1980; inspection (for relief); by impl. superintendence; spec. the Chr. "episcopate":--the office of a "bishop", bishoprick, visitation.

(b)
1985. episkopos, ep-is'-kop-os; from G1909 and G4649 (in the sense of G1983); a superintendent, i.e. Chr. officer in gen. charge of a (or the) church (lit. or fig.):--bishop, overseer.

2.
Elder(s): 

a.
An elder is an individual who has been called into the ministry and who is recognized as having one or more of the Ephesians 4: 11 ministries resident within their being.  These ministries are sometimes called the “Ascension Gifts” or “Five Fold Ministry Gifts”.  In the hierarchy of the church, the position of the elder falls directly under the bishop.  I have heard people say that the Bible wasn’t clear on the topic of church government and who is in charge but truthfully, it really couldn’t be clearer.  We will look at this in depth when we get to lesson number 3, titled, “Elders”.  The identity of the ministries that qualify a person to be ordained as an elder is as follows:

(1)
Apostle: an elder with the ascension gift of an apostle.

(a)
An apostle is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the apostle is to establish, cover and govern.

(2)
Prophet: an elder with the ascension gift of a prophet.

(a)
A prophet is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the prophet is to warn, cover and to guide.

(3)
Evangelist: an elder with the ascension gift of an evangelist.

(a)
An evangelist is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the evangelist is to stir, cover and gather.

(4)
Pastor (Shepherd): an elder with the ascension gift of a pastor (Shepherd).

(a)
A pastor (shepherd) is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the pastor is to administer, cover and to guard. 
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(5)
Teacher: an elder with the ascension gift of a teacher. 

(a)
A teacher is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the teacher is to instruct, cover and ground. 

3.
Deacon(s): 

a.
A deacon is an individual who has been duly appointed to be in charge of a particular ministry or department within the church.  A deacon’s authority and area of responsibility is limited and is one of the positions that is classified as leadership but is not a part of the church government.  As stated earlier, we have included a lesson on the topic of deacons in this series, even though they are not part of the spiritual government of the church.

