“Church Government”

BISHOPS

LESSON 3
A.
As we begin this study on the topic of bishops, it is important to acknowledge that there are many different traditions and doctrinal positions that apply to this topic.  These traditions and doctrines range in position from those that are far to the left and those that are far to the right, while in some circles, the office of the bishop is non existent.
Over the years there has been a gradual shift from identifying church governmental positions by their Biblical terms of bishop(s) and elder(s): to that of identifying church governmental positions according to a person’s ministerial gifting.  What caused that shift was due in part to the Protestants not wanting to be identified with anything that even remotely sounded like titles used in Roman Catholicism.
When the Bible mentions a person and includes the ministry gift that person had, it mentioned it for the purposes of identifying the particular person and the particular ministry gift they possessed; it was not doing so for the purposes of identifying where they fit within a hierarchy.  (An example of this can be found in how the Bible identifies Mary Magdalene.  She was called Mary Magdalene not because that was her name or title but to identify which Mary she was: Mary from the village of Magdala.  Other examples: Mary, mother of Jesus; Mary of Bethany; Mary, mother of James and Mary, mother of Mark).
We realize that the concept of recognizing individuals by the Biblical title of bishop rather than recognizing them by their “5-fold ministry” gift may be new to many.  Therefore we will try to use definitions of some of the Greek words along with the scripture references in order to get a better understanding of the Biblical position of the bishop.  The term bishop was never meant to indicate ones importance or superiority within the body of Christ, but rather their position among the eldership of a particular denomination, fellowship, ministry or church.  In this lesson we will be referring to the ascension gift ministers by their Biblical title of “elder” and the presiding elder by their Biblical title of “bishop” (overseer / superintendent / senior 5 fold minister).
We believe the Bible teaches by word and example that every person in the body of Christ needs a Biblical covering.  The congregations need the covering of the elders, the elders need the covering of the bishop and the bishop needs the covering of another bishop”
B.
For the purpose of this lesson, the definition of a bishop is as follows:

1.
A bishop is the person who is in charge (overseer / superintendent / senior 5 fold minister) of a particular denomination, a particular ministry, a particular church or a particular group of churches or ministries.  The term bishop was never meant to indicate ones importance or superiority within the body of Christ, but rather their position among the eldership of a particular denomination, a particular ministry, a particular church or a particular group of churches or ministries.
a.
Being the bishop (overseer / superintendent / senior 5 fold minister) has nothing to do with the particular gift of the Holy Spirit that a person may have and in most cases, it has nothing to do with the ascension gift that a person may have.  It should be noted that while all bishops are elders, all elders are not bishops.  It has been said that the terms, “bishop and elder” seem to be used interchangeably and while that may be true; it is only true to the following extent.  All bishops are elders, so if you’re giving qualifications for the office of the elder it is understood that the same qualifications would be applicable to the bishop because bishops are elders.  But if you are identifying which elder was the (overseer / superintendent / senior 5 fold minister) you would have to identify that elder as a bishop, else you’d be saying that a particular elder was an elder.  Also the same person in many cases could be referred to as both elder and bishop.  An elder would be referred to as a bishop at the level where they are the overseer / superintendent / senior 5 fold minister, and they would be referred to as an elder where they are not the overseeing / superintendent / senior 5 fold minister.

C.
Let’s look at the definition of the Greek word episkope and then list every scripture where that particular word is used.  To help you identify the English word that episkope is translated into, we will highlight that particular word.  Note the use of words like superintendent and overseer being used within the definitions.  Using these supervisory words as part of the definition, they are telling us that the bishop was the person who was in charge.
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1.
1984. episkope, ep-is-kop-ay'; from G1980; inspection (for relief); by impl. superintendence; spec. the Chr. "episcopate":--the office of a "bishop", bishoprick, visitation.
a.
Luke 19:44 (KJV)  "And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation."

b.
Acts 1:20 (KJV)  "For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishopric let another take."

c.
1 Timothy 3:1 (KJV)  "This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work."
d.
1 Peter 2:12 (KJV)  "Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation."
D.
Now we will look at the definition of the Greek word episkopos and then list every scripture where it is used.  To help you identify the English word that episkopos is translated into, we will highlight that particular word.
1.
1985. episkopos, ep-is'-kop-os; from G1909 and G4649 (in the sense of G1983); a superintendent, i.e. Chr. officer in gen. charge of a (or the) church (lit. or fig.):--bishop, overseer.
a.
Acts 20:28 (KJV)  "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood."
b.
Philippians 1:1 (KJV)  "Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:"

c.
1 Timothy 3:2 (KJV)  "A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;"
d.
Titus 1:7 (KJV)  "For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;"
e.
1 Peter 2:25 (KJV)  "For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls."

E.
Now let’s list the scriptures that have to do with the biblical qualifications of a bishop.  As we cover these qualifications you might ask yourself why the Apostle Paul didn’t give qualifications for the apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher.  The answer to that is obvious: all of the 5 fold or ascension gift ministers were considered to be elders and one of those elders was considered to be the bishop.  Therefore I submit to you that the qualifications for elders and bishops were automatically considered to be the qualifications for the “5-fold ministry” and if so then the “5-fold ministry” was automatically considered to be an elder and the senior or presiding elder was the bishop.

1.
(1 Timothy 3:1-7 KJV)  "This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. {2} A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; {3} Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; {4} One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; {5} (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) {6} Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. {7} Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil."
