“Church Government”

ELDERS

LESSON 4
A.
As we begin this study on the topic of elders, once again it is important to acknowledge that there are many different traditions and doctrinal positions that apply to this topic.  These traditions and doctrines range in position from those that are far to the left and those that are far to the right, while in some circles, the office of the elder is non existent.
We realize that the concept of recognizing individuals by the Biblical title of elder rather than recognizing them by their “5 fold ministry” gift may be new to many that might use this lesson plan.  Therefore we will try to use definitions of some of the Greek words along with the scripture references in order to get a better understanding of this Biblical position.
Let me say right from the start that I do not believe that the office of the elder is a separate office from that of the ascension gift ministers any more than I believe that the pastor should always be the “senior minister” at the local church level.  The “senior minister” might be a pastor but the “senior minister” could just as well be an apostle, a prophet, an evangelist or a teacher.  And that’s where one of the problems of modern day identification comes into being.
The term elder identifies the position while the terms apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher identify the gift.  The term bishop identifies the senior position among the elders, so rather than saying the “senior pastor”, we simply identify that position by its Biblical title of bishop.  Now that we have reiterated some of the points that we have covered in earlier lessons, let’s go forward with our study of elders.

B.
For the purpose of this lesson, the definition of an elder is as follows:

1.
An elder is an individual who has been called into the ministry and who is recognized as being the recipient of one or more of the “ascension gift ministries” that are listed in Ephesians 4: 11.  These same Ephesians 4:11 ministries are sometimes called the “5 fold ministry” gifts.  In the hierarchy of the church, the position of the elder falls directly under the position of the bishop.

C.
The definition of the two Greek words that are translated into the English words for elder and elders is as follows: 

1.
4245. presbuteros, pres-boo'-ter-os; compar. of  presbus (elderly); older; as noun, a senior; spec. an Isr. Sanhedrist (also fig. member of the celestial council) or Chr. "presbyter":--elder (-est), old. 

2.
4850. sumpresbuteros, soom-pres-boo'-ter-os; from G4862 and G4245; a co-presbyter:--presbyter, also an elder. 

D.
Since we will cover each of the following ministry gifts separately, we will limit our discussion in this lesson to that of identifying the ministries that make up the eldership.

1.
Apostles: an elder with the ascension gift of an apostle. 

a.
An apostle is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the apostle is to establish and govern. 

2.
Prophets: an elder with the ascension gift of a prophet. 

a.
A prophet is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the prophet is to warn and to guide. 

3.
Evangelists: an elder with the ascension gift of an evangelist. 

a.
An evangelist is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the evangelist is to stir and gather. 

4.
Pastors (Shepherds): an elder with the ascension gift of a pastor (Shepherd). 
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a.
A pastor (shepherd) is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the pastor is to administer and to guard. 

5.
Teachers: an elder with the ascension gift of a teacher. 

a.
A teacher is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the teacher is to instruct and ground. 

E.
The idea and concept of separating the “5 fold” or “ascension gift” ministries from that of the elder is really foreign to what the Bible teaches.  The fact is, if you are an elder according to the teachings of the Bible, you must be the recipient of one or more of the “ascension gift ministries” that are listed in Ephesians 4: 11.  If you will observe the following scriptures and the points being made about them, I’m sure that you will realize the truth in what we are saying.

1.
Titus 1:5 (KJV)  "For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:" 

a.
In this scripture, it is obvious that the Apostle Paul was talking about ordaining individuals into the “5 fold ministry”.  If every city already had individuals that were ordained into the “5 fold ministry” wouldn’t they be the ones who would ordain the elders: assuming that they were a separate entity as is being taught today?  To look at this scripture any other way would be ridiculous.  Think of it for a moment!  How would you feel if you were one of the “5 fold ministers” and someone came into your city and said that they were there to ordain elders?  Don’t you see how much strife and confusion that would cause?  Another point to consider is that Titus was left in Crete to ordain elders.  If the 5 fold ministry was not considered to be the eldership, don’t you think that there would have been some type of an ordination for them?  Later in this lesson you will see that Paul went on to give the qualifications for elders but nowhere do you find qualifications being listed for the “5 fold ministry”.  Was that because the elders and the “5 fold ministry” were one and the same?  I think so and to me it is very obvious that when the Apostle Paul spoke of ordaining elders he was speaking about ordaining apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. 

2.
Acts 20:17 (KJV)  "And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church." 

a.
Have you ever wondered why this scripture doesn’t say that he called for the “5 fold ministry”?  Don’t you think that he would have called for them if they were not considered to be elders?  Think about the hard feelings that would have developed if elders were separate from the “5 fold ministry” and Paul had called for the elders without calling for the “5 fold ministry”?  Could it be that when the Bible says the elders of the church, it was automatically understood that they were the 5 fold ministries?  If it were any other way, there certainly would have been a lot of unhappy preachers.  I know that if I was in charge of a church and someone called for the elders without calling me, I would want to know what was going on.  Later on in this same chapter, Paul is still talking with the elders that came to him from the churches at Ephesus and he tells them to take heed to themselves and to all the flock over whom the Holy Ghost had made them overseers.  I want to point out that all elders have an overseeing function but they would be the overseer only at the church where they were the “senior 5 fold minister”.  However in this particular case, I think that all of the elders that came to him from Ephesus were the senior 5 fold minister from their respective churches.

3.
James 5:14 (KJV)  "Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:" 

a.
Why didn’t this scripture say to call for the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers of the church?  The answer to that is obvious, when it says call for the elders of the church; it was talking about the “ascension gift ministers”.  For you to believe anything else would mean that the next time you use this scripture as your text to pray for the sick, then the “5 fold ministers” should stay seated and let the elders be the ones who anoint with oil and pray for the sick. 
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4.
Acts 11:29-30 (KJV)  "Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: {30} Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul."

a.
It should be understood that the elders spoken of in this scripture were the elders of the church and not the elders of Israel.  These elders included Peter, James, John and all the rest of the 5 fold ministers that were at Jerusalem.  If the “5 fold ministry” were separate from the elders, doesn’t it seem that they would have delivered the love offering to them rather than to the elders?  This is probably the first scripture in the book of Acts where it is talking about church or ascension gift elders and not the elders that were part of the Jewish community.

5.
Acts 14:20-23 (KJV)  "Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. {21} And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, {22} Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. {23} And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed."

a.
Imagine how many problems it would have caused if the elders that they were ordaining in every church were not the “ascension gift ministers”.  How do you think it would go over today if someone came into a city and started going from church to church and ordained elders?  In reality what they were ordaining was the “5 fold ministry”.  To me it seems to be perfectly clear and to be honest, I don’t see how you could look at it any other way.

6.
Acts 21:17-18 (KJV)  "And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. {18} And the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present."

a.
When it says that Paul went in unto James, and all the elders were present, don’t you think that it was including the other apostles and other “5 fold ministry” that was at the church in Jerusalem?

F.
Finally, it should be noted that the Apostle Peter and the Apostle John referred to themselves as being an elder. 

1.
2 John 1:1 (KJV)  "The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth;" 

2.
1 Peter 5:1-5 (KJV)  "The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:"

G.
Before we list the qualifications for elders we want to point out that they are also the qualifications for the 5 fold/ascension-gift ministry because they are one and the same.

1.
1 Timothy 3:1-7 (KJV)  "This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; 5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) 6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil." 

2.
Titus 1:5-9 (KJV)  "For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: 6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not self-willed, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; 8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; 9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers." 

