“Church Government”

APOSTLES

LESSON 5
A.
In this lesson we will use the following definition of an apostle:

1.
Apostle: an elder with the ascension gift of an apostle.

a.
An apostle is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the apostle is to establish and govern.  The many levels and categories, into which an apostle can be classified, can be compared to the rank of General in the military.  You have the Brigadier General, the Major General, the Lieutenant General, the General and the Five Star General.  While all are Generals, they have different areas of responsibility and levels of authority.  It’s the same way with the ascension gift apostles: Timothy was an apostle and Paul was an apostle but they had different levels of authority and influence.  Also it is obvious that Timothy was a subordinate to Paul.

B.
One of the main aspects and true marks of an apostle is the fact that they are always confrontational.  In the Bible we see many examples of this.  They always seemed to be in the middle of some doctrinal conflict, whether it was giving new revelation or answering questions in regard to old revelation.  It was the apostolic ministry of confronting and correcting that always seemed to lead them in harms way.  Whether it was confronting the priest at the temple in Jerusalem or battling against the followers of the false goddess Diana, it seems that they were constantly faced with conflict.
Here are a few of the things that Paul went through while doing the ministry of an apostle.  (2 Corinthians 11:23-31 KJV)  "Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. {24} Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. {25} Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; {26} In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; {27} In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. {28} Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. {29} Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? {30} If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. {31} The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not."

C.
Bible precedence indicates that the authority and responsibility of an apostle is territorial according to the call of God.  An example of this can be found in the apostleship of Peter and Paul.  Both were apostles, yet the scope of their apostolic authority was over different peoples and places.

1.
Peter was the apostle of the Jews. 

a.
Galatians 2:7-9 (KJV)  "But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; 8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) 9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision." 

2.
Paul was the apostle of the Gentiles. 

a.
Romans 11:13 (KJV)  "For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office:" 
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D.
As we study the ministry of the apostle, it is important to remember that there are two specific groups of apostles: Peter was part of one group and Paul was part of another group.  While there are many classifications of apostles within each group, there are only two groups.
If we read carefully the following scriptures we will see that they did not include Paul or any of the other New Testament apostles as being numbered among the 12 apostles to the Lamb.  (1 Corinthians 15:3-9 KJV)  "For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; {4} And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: {5} And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: {6} After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. {7} After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. {8} And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. {9} For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God."  (Acts 6:2 KJV)  "Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables."
The two groups of apostles that are identified in the Bible are: 

1.
Apostles of the Lamb. 

a.
Mark 3:13-19 (KJV)  "And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto him. 14 And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach, 15 And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils: 16 And Simon he surnamed Peter; 17 And James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder: 18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Canaanite, 19 And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and they went into an house." 

b.
Revelation 21:14 (KJV)  "And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb." 

c.
Matthew 19:28 (KJV)  "And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 

2.
Ascension gift apostles. 

a.
Ephesians 4:7-13 (KJV)  "But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:" 

b.
Romans 1:1 (KJV)  "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God," 

c.
Acts 14:4 (KJV)  "But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles."    Acts 14:14 (KJV)  "Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out," 

d.
Romans 16:7 (KJV)  "Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me."
e.
1 Thessalonians 1:1 (KJV)  "Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ." - - - 1 Thessalonians 2:6 (KJV)  "Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ."
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E.
Some of the responsibilities of an apostle are: 

1.
Care, guidance and administration of finances.
a.
2 Corinthians 11:28 (KJV)  "Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches." 

b.
Acts 4:35-37 (KJV)  "And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need. 36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 37 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet." 

c.
Acts 20:30-32 (KJV)  "Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. 32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified." 

d.
1 Corinthians 4:14-15 (KJV)  "I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. 15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel." 

e.
Acts 11:27-30 (KJV)  "And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. 28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. 29 Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: 30 Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul." 

2.
Lay foundations. 

a.
Ephesians 2:20 (KJV)  "And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;" 

b.
Acts 2:42 (KJV)  "And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers." 

c.
1 Corinthians 3:10 (KJV)  "According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon." 

3.
Judge disputes or wrongdoing. 

a.
Acts 6:1-4 (KJV)  "And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. 3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word." 

4.
Oversee churches and other ascension gift ministers. 
a.
2 Thessalonians 3:4-6 (KJV)  "And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you. 5 And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ. 6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us." 
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b.
Titus 1:4-5 (KJV)  "To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 5 For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:" 

c.
1 Timothy 3:14-15 (KJV)  "These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: {15} But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." 
d.
3 John 1:9-14 (KJV)  "I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church. 11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God. 12 Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear record; and ye know that our record is true. 13 I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and pen write unto thee: 14 But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall speak face to face. Peace be to thee. Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by name." 

5.
Identification and impartation of ministries and spiritual gifts. 

a.
1 Tim 4:14 (KJV)  "Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery." 

b.
2 Tim 1:6 (KJV)  "Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands." 

c.
Romans 1:11 (KJV)  "For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established;" 

6.
Finally, the scriptures seem to indicate that it is the apostles who were responsible to receive and disperse new revelation. 

a.
1 Corinthians 15:51-52 (KJV)  "Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." 
b.
1 Thessalonians 4:13 (KJV)  "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope." 
