“Church Government”

PROPHETS

LESSON 6
A.
In this lesson we will learn about prophets.
1.
The definition of a prophet is: an elder with the ascension gift of a prophet.

a.
A prophet is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the prophet is to warn, cover and to guide.

B.
Just as in the case of the apostle, prophets can be classified into two separate groups: the Old Testament prophets and the ascension gift prophets.
The emphasis of their ministry is to prophesy (speak or proclaim) the mind of God as it pertains to individuals, churches, cities, states, regions and nations.  When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD and it does not come to pass, then the LORD has not spoken it.  If that happens, the prophet will soon be dismissed as someone who speaks presumptuously out of their own spirit.
A prophet will never prophesy anything contrary to the word of God and they will never influence people to do contrary to sound doctrine or cause someone to turn away from God.  Although the church today seems ready to identify most people with a prophetic gift as being a prophet, the overwhelming majority of them do not meet the Biblical definition of a prophet.  What we need to remember is that it takes a lot more than being able to prophesy before a person can truly be classified as a prophet.

1.
Deuteronomy 13:1-5 (KJV)  "If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, {2} And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; {3} Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. {4} Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him. {5} And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death; because he hath spoken to turn you away from the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way which the LORD thy God commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee." 

2.
Deuteronomy 18:20-22 (KJV)  "But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die. {21} And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not spoken? {22} When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him." 

3.
Matthew 7:15-20 (KJV)  "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. {16} Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? {17} Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. {18} A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. {19} Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. {20} Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them." 

4.
Matthew 24:11 (KJV)  "And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many." 

5.
Mark 13:22-23 (KJV)  "For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall show signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect. {23} But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things." 

C.
As we study the following scriptures that identify some of the ascension gift prophets, it will be helpful if you would ask yourself, what were these prophets saying and doing?
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1.
Acts 11:27-28 (KJV)  "And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. {28} And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar." 

2.
Acts 13:1-3 (KJV)  "Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. {2} As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. {3} And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away." 

3.
Acts 15:27-32 (KJV)  "We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by mouth. {28} For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; {29} That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. {30} So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: and when they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the epistle: {31} Which when they had read, they rejoiced for the consolation. {32} And Judas and Silas, being prophets also themselves, exhorted the brethren with many words, and confirmed them."
4.
Acts 21:8-11 (KJV)  "And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him. {9} And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy. {10} And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus. {11} And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles." 

5.
Ephesians 4:7-13 (KJV)  "But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. {8} Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. {9} (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? {10} He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) {11} And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; {12} For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: {13} Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:" 

D.
Of all the utterance gifts named in 1 Corinthians chapter 12, prophetic utterance has the most potential to affect the lives of the believers.  This effect can be either good or bad; therefore it is extremely important that prophetic utterances be judged.
This causes some concerns because by nature, people do not like to be judged; therefore they are reluctant to judge others.  Yet the Bible doesn’t give us an option when it comes to judging prophetic utterances.
For that reason, I believe that prophets need to travel in groups, and that open, honest and loving relationships need to be established, so the prophets can all discern together.
Anyone, who has been in full gospel circles for long, will have to admit that they have seen some extremes on both sides of the prophetic fence.  Yet we don’t throw out prophecy and prophets because of extremes any more than we would throw out salvation because we know lots of Christians that live like the devil.
Remember that we should covet to prophesy and let the prophets speak two or three and let the others judge.  Let’s pray and ask God to raise up a company of prophets that is needed so much in these final days.  Let’s also pray that God will give the church a powerful ability to discern who, what, where, when and how as it applies to our modern day prophets. 

1.
1 Corinthians 14:37 (KJV)  "If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord." 
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2.
Ephesians 3:1-7 (KJV)  "For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, {2} If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: {3} How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, {4} Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) {5} Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; {6} That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: {7} Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power." 

E.
The definition of the Greek word that is translated into the English words, prophet and prophets is furnished below.  Remember that it is used to speak of Old Testament prophets and also ascension gift prophets.

1.
4396. prophetes, prof-ay'-tace; from a comp. of G4253 and G5346; a foreteller ("prophet"); by anal. an inspired speaker; by extens. a poet:--prophet. 

