“Church Government”

EVANGELISTS

LESSON 7

The term evangelist / evangelists is only used three times in the Bible.  In order to get a better understanding of the ministry of the evangelist / evangelists, I will show the definition of the Greek word from which it was translated, followed by the three scriptures where it is used.  After that I will show the definition of the Greek word from which the English word evangelist originated and list the scriptures where it is used.

2099. euaggelistes, yoo-ang-ghel-is-tace'; from G2097; a preacher of the gospel:--evangelist.  (Acts 21:8 KJV)  "And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him."  (Ephesians 4:11 KJV)  "And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;"  (2 Timothy 4:5 KJV)  "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry."

According to the Greek definition, an evangelist is simply a preacher of the gospel.  This bears out even more when we look at the definition of the word from which it originated.  2097. euaggelizo, yoo-ang-ghel-id'-zo ); from G2095 and G32; to announce good news ("evangelize") espec. the gospel:--declare, bring (declare, show) glad (good) tidings, preach (the gospel).
Since this word is translated into different English words, I will highlight the word into which it is translated.
(Used 2 time in Matthew 11:5 KJV)  "The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them."
(Used 3 times in Luke 1:19 KJV)  "And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to show thee these glad tidings."
(Used 3 times in Luke 2:10-11 KJV)  "And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. {11} For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."
(Used 1 time in Luke 3:18 KJV)  "And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto the people."
(Used 2 times in Luke 4:18 KJV)  "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,"
(Used 1 time in Luke 4:43 KJV)  "And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent."
(Used 2 times in Luke 7:22 KJV)  "Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached."
(Used 2 times in Luke 8:1 KJV)  "And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, preaching and showing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him,"
(Used 2 times in Luke 9:6 KJV)  "And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing every where."
(Used 1 time in Luke 16:16 KJV)  "The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it."
(Used 2 times in Luke 20:1 KJV)  "And it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he taught the people in the temple, and preached the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes came upon him with the elders,"
(Used 1 time in Acts 5:42 KJV)  "And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ."
(Used 1 time in Acts 8:4 KJV)  "Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word."
(Used 1 time in Acts 8:12 KJV)  "But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women."
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(Used 2 times in Acts 8:25 KJV)  "And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans."
(Used 1 time in Acts 8:35 KJV)  "Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus."
(Used 1 time in Acts 8:40 KJV)  "But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea."
(Used 1 time in Acts 10:36 KJV)  "The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)"
(Used n1 time in Acts 11:20 KJV)  "And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus."
(Used 3 time in Acts 13:32 KJV)  "And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the fathers,"
(Used 2 time in Acts 14:7 KJV)  "And there they preached the gospel."
(Used 1 time in Acts 14:15 KJV)  "And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein:"
(Used 2 times in Acts 14:21 KJV)  "And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch,"
(Used 1 time in Acts 15:35 KJV)  "Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also."
(Used 2 times in Acts 16:10 KJV)  "And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them."
(Used 1 time in Acts 17:18 KJV)  "Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection."
(Used 2 times in Romans 1:15 KJV)  "So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also."
(Used 5 times in Romans 10:15 KJV)  "And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!"
(Used 2 times in Romans 15:20 KJV)  "Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation:"
(Used 2 times in 1 Corinthians 1:17 KJV)  "For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect."
(Used 4 times in 1 Corinthians 9:16 KJV)  "For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!"
(Used 2 times in 1 Corinthians 9:18 KJV)  "What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel."
(Used 1 time in 1 Corinthians 15:1 KJV)  "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;"
(Used 1 time in 1 Corinthians 15:2 KJV)  "By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain."
(Used 2 times in 2 Corinthians 10:16 KJV)  "To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man's line of things made ready to our hand."
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(Used 1 time in 2 Corinthians 11:7 KJV)  "Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely?"
(Used 3 times in Galatians 1:8 KJV)  "But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed."
(Used 2 times in Galatians 1:9 KJV)  "As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed."
(Used 1 time in Galatians 1:11 KJV)  "But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man."
(Used 1 time in Galatians 1:16 KJV)  "To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:"
(Used 1 time in Galatians 1:23 KJV)  "But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed."
(Used 2 times in Galatians 4:13 KJV)  "Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first."
(Used 1 time in Ephesians 2:17 KJV)  "And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh."
(Used 1 time in Ephesians 3:8 KJV)  "Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;"
(Used 3 times in 1 Thessalonians 3:6 KJV)  "But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and brought us good tidings of your faith and charity, and that ye have good remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to see us, as we also to see you:"
(Used 2 times in Hebrews 4:2 KJV)  "For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it."
(Used 1 time in Hebrews 4:6 KJV)  "Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief:"
(Used 2 times in 1 Peter 1:12 KJV)  "Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into."
(Used 2 times in 1 Peter 1:25 KJV)  "But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you."
(Used 2 times in 1 Peter 4:6 KJV)  "For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit."
(Used 1 time in Revelation 10:7 KJV)  "But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets."
(Used 1 time in Revelation 14:6 KJV)  "And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,"

A.
In this lesson we will use the following definition of an evangelist:

1.
Evangelist: an elder with the ascension gift of an evangelist. 

a.
An evangelist is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the evangelist is to stir, cover and gather. 
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The primary concern of the evangelist is preaching to the unbeliever with the end result being souls for the kingdom of God.  Signs and wonders are also a part of their ministry.  Their ministry is not to establish doctrine or to shepherd the sheep.

1.
Although Paul told Timothy to do the work of an evangelist, he didn’t state that Timothy was an evangelist.  In fact, Philip is the only individual that the Bible specifically identifies as an evangelist. 
a.
Acts 21:8 (KJV)  "And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him."

C.
We can readily determine from the ministry of Philip that the preaching of salvation through Jesus Christ is the central theme of an evangelist.  Note that signs and wonders were evident in Philip’s ministry.  It was these very signs and wonders that gave him an open door to preach the gospel.

1.
Acts 8:4-16 (KJV)  "Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word. 5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city. 9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God. 11 And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries. 12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. 14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:” 15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost." 

a.
Note that after Philip the evangelist had preached the gospel and souls were added to the kingdom, the apostles came to confirm and establish them in the faith.  This is an excellent example of the ascension gift ministries working together for the building of the body of Christ.  It is also an excellent example of staying within the confines of your particular ministry.

2.
Acts 8:25-38 (KJV)  "And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans. 26 And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, 28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him. 32 The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. 34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him."
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D.
Even though the purpose of this lesson is to study the ascension gift ministry of the evangelist, it is important to stress the fact that every believer is given the responsibility of witnessing and winning souls for Christ.  As stated earlier, the Apostle Paul instructed Timothy to do the work of an evangelist.  The Bible declares, “He that winneth souls is wise”.  The way we win souls is to share Jesus with others.  While the evangelist travels from place to place preaching Jesus let us be sure that we do our part right here in our own neighborhood.  The local church should encourage and support evangelism efforts.  Unless we are willing to share our faith, the job won’t get done.

1.
Romans 10:13-15 (KJV)  "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!" 

