“Church Government”

PASTORS

LESSON 8

In the church world, there is probably as much misunderstanding about the title of pastors as there is about the title of deacons.  The reason the church continues to follow in these unscriptural footsteps is because we have developed the habit of calling the senior elder by the title of “pastor”.  By continuing to use this inaccurate old denominational paradigm we are reinforcing the inaccurate belief that the ministry of the pastor is the senior ministry.  This was covered in lessons 1-3 of this series, so if you have questions in this regard, please go back and review these lessons.

A.
In this lesson we will use the following definition of a pastor:

1.
Pastors (Shepherds): an elder with the ascension gift of a pastor (Shepherd). 

a.
A pastor (shepherd) is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the pastor is to administer, cover and to guard.

B.
The Greek word poimen, (4166. poimen, poy-mane'; of uncert. affin.; a shepherd (lit. or fig.):--shepherd, pastor.) is used 18 times in 17 different verses.  This is the word that is translated to the English words: shepherd, shepherds and pastors.  The following scriptures are where it is used: Matthew 9:36, Matthew 25:32, Matthew 26:31, Mark 6:34, Mark 14:27, Luke 2:8, Luke 2:15, Luke 2:18, Luke 2:20, John 10:2, John 10:11, John 10:12, John 10:14, John 10:16, Ephesians 4:11, Hebrews 13:20 and 1 Peter 2:25.  In every instance it is translated into the English word “shepherd” or “shepherds”, except in Ephesians 4:11 where it is translated into the English word “pastors”.
In the New Testament, the only person that is specifically identified by this English word shepherd is Jesus.  Since Jesus is referred to as a shepherd, we can look at what a shepherd does to see the responsibilities of a pastor/ shepherd. 
C.
For convenience sake I am printing all of the above referenced scriptures that use the word shepherd.  But first I will print the one and only scripture where the Greek word poimen is translated into the English word pastors: Ephesians 4:11 (KJV)  "And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;".
1.
Now let’s look at the scriptures where the Greek word “poimen” is translated into the English word “shepherd”: 
a.
Matthew 9:36 (KJV)  "But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.” 
b.
Matthew 25:32 (KJV)  "And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:" 
c.
Matthew 26:31 (KJV)  "Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad." 
d.
Mark 6:34 (KJV)  "And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things." 
e.
Mark 14:27 (KJV)  "And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." 
f.
Luke 2:8 (KJV)  "And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night." 
g.
Luke 2:15 (KJV)  "And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us." 
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h.
Luke 2:18 (KJV)  "And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds." 
i.
Luke 2:20 (KJV)  "And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them." 
j.
John 10:2 (KJV)  "But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep." 
k.
John 10:11-12 (KJV)  "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep." 
l.
John 10:14 (KJV)  "I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine." 
m.
John 10:16 (KJV)  "And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” 
n.
Hebrews 13:20 (KJV)  "Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant," 
o.
1 Peter 2:25 (KJV)  "For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the shepherd and Bishop of your souls." 
p.
1 Peter 5:4 (KJV)  "And when the chief shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away." 
D.
Since Jesus was referred to as a pastor (shepherd), we will look at shepherds through the eyes of the scriptures. 

1.
Shepherds cause the flock to rest. 

a.
Psalms 23:2 (KJV)  "He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters." 

b.
Song of Songs 1:7 (KJV)  "Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?" 

c.
Jeremiah 33:12 (KJV)  "Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Again in this place, which is desolate without man and without beast, and in all the cities thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherd causing their flocks to lie down." 

2.
Shepherds keep the sheep folds.
a.
A sheepfold is the place where the shepherd did two specific things.  1) They would shear the sheep taking away the dirty and matted sheep hair.  2) They were protected from other animals that would otherwise scatter and destroy them.  The sheepfold is an excellent example of the local church.
(1)
Numbers 32:16 (KJV)  "And they came near unto him, and said, We will build sheepfolds here for our cattle, and cities for our little ones:"
(2)
1 Samuel 24:3 (KJV)  "And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet: and David and his men remained in the sides of the cave." 

(3)
2 Samuel 7:8 (KJV)  "Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel:" 

(4)
John 10:1 (KJV)  "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber."
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3.
Shepherds number the flock.
a.
Leviticus 27:32 (KJV)  "And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD." 

b.
Jeremiah 33:13 (KJV)  "In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth them, saith the LORD." 

4.
Shepherds water the flock. 

a.
Genesis 29:2-10 (KJV)  "And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks: and a great stone was upon the well's mouth. 3 And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the well's mouth in his place. 4 And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye? And they said, Of Haran are we. 5 And he said unto them, Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And they said, We know him. 6 And he said unto them, Is he well? And they said, He is well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep. 7 And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle should be gathered together: water ye the sheep, and go and feed them. 8 And they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, and till they roll the stone from the well's mouth; then we water the sheep. 9 And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep: for she kept them. 10 And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother." 

5.
Shepherds keep the sheep apart from the goats. 

a.
Matthew 25:32 (KJV)  "And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:" 

6.
Shepherds know their flock by name. 

a.
John 10:3-5 (KJV)  "To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers." 

7.
Shepherds protect their flock from danger. 

a.
1 Samuel 17:34-35 (KJV)  "And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: 35 And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him." 

