“Church Government”

TEACHERS

LESSON 9
A.
In this lesson we will use the following definition of a teacher:

1.
Teacher: an elder with the ascension gift of a teacher. 

a.
A teacher is one of the five ministry gifts that Jesus gave unto the church when He ascended on high.  The major thrust of the teacher is to instruct, cover and ground. 

B.
There are many levels within the teaching ministry and each of these levels requires different skills and abilities.  The fact of these different skills and abilities can be clearly understood by comparing various teaching positions.  For instance, if we compare the requirements for a Sunday school teacher with that of a Bible College teacher, we see that more skill and ability would be required for the Bible College teacher.  It is obvious that these skills and abilities can be acquired through formal education and training.
However the ministry of the ascension gift teacher is an ascension gift and that makes it a divine enablement from the risen Christ: it is not acquired through education and training.  Therefore an ascension gift teacher could be unlearned according to the standards of society because when they teach, they do so by revelation that comes from the Spirit and not by revelation that comes from formal training.
This is not to say that an ascension gift teacher shouldn’t try to get formal training.  It is obvious that formal education and training are always beneficial in one way or the other, but formal education and training can never take the place of the gift of God.  And the divine enablement to teach by revelation is the gift of God.  The following scriptures verify that point very clearly. 

1.
Acts 4:13 (KJV)  "Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus." 

2.
Romans 11:25 (KJV)  "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in." 

3.
1 Corinthians 1:26-31 (KJV)  "For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." 

4.
Galatians 1:12 (KJV)  "For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." 
5.
Galatians 2:1-2 (KJV)  "Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. {2} And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain." 

6.
Ephesians 3:3-5 (KJV)  "How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, {4} Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) {5} Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;" 

7.
1 Thessalonians 4:13 (KJV)  "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope." 

C.
Although an individual could be classified as an ascension gift teacher without being classified as one of the other ascension gift ministries, it seems that the ascension gift teacher was in most cases, coupled with one of the other ascension gifts. 
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1.
Acts 13:1 (KJV)  "Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul." 
2.
1 Timothy 2:7 (KJV)  "Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity." 
3.
2 Timothy 1:11 (KJV)  "Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles." 
D.
Just as with the other ascension gift ministries, there are false teachers.  One rule of thumb you can use in helping distinguish the true from the false is, an ascension gift teacher will teach by revelation the un-compromised Word of God and will never teach anything contradictory to the teachings of the apostles and prophets. 

1.
1 Timothy 3:14-16 (KJV)  "These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: 15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory." 
2.
1 Timothy 4:6-9 (KJV)  "If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. 7 But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness. 8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation." 
3.
2 Timothy 2:1-5 (KJV)  "Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully." 

4.
2 Timothy 2:14-18 (KJV)  "Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers. 15 Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some." 

5.
2 Timothy 3:1-7 (KJV)  "This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth." 
6.
2 Timothy 4:1-4 (KJV)  "I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." 
7.
2 Peter 2:1-2 (KJV)  "But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of." 
