"Spiritual Gifts"
INTRODUCTION
LESSON 1

According to 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 there are nine spiritual gifts:  1 Corinthians 12:8-10 (KJV)  "For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:"
There are many who try to mix the natural / motivational giftings (what motivates you – what do you enjoy doing the most) with the supernatural (those gifts that are clearly identified as being gifts of the Holy Spirit), but I think that the scriptures make it clear enough for us to not make this mistake.
Without doubt, there are some gifts that operate out of an individual’s personality (in other words, the gift is embedded into the person’s personality, that’s the way they were made) but these are not gifts of the Holy Spirit, they are natural gifts.  They are gifts that were genetically placed within us when we were conceived in our mother’s womb.  These natural gifts fall within the scope of what David was talking about in Psalms 139:13-16 (KJV)  "For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. {14} I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. {15} My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. {16} Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them."
However, the main thing that separates the natural / motivational gifts from the governmental / ascension gifts and the gifts of the Holy Spirit is the fact that the natural / motivational gifts are given to both the believer and the unbeliever alike while the governmental / ascension gifts and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are only given to the believer.
For the Christian there is a common element that needs to be considered whether we are functioning in the natural gifts or the supernatural gifts.  The common element is that we function according to the proportion of faith that was given to us.  Romans 12:1-6 (KJV)  "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. {2} And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. {3} For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. {4} For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: {5} So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. {6} Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;"
Although various gifts are mentioned in these verses, Paul isn’t focusing in on the gift, he’s focusing in on the extent of how all of the gifts are to operate.  All of the gifts are given by a different manifestation (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) of the one true God.  The Father gives the natural / motivational gifts, the Son gives the governmental / ascension gifts and the Holy Spirit gives the spiritual gifts.
1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV)  "Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. {5} And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. {6} And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all."  In order for a person to function in one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit they must have first been baptized in the Holy Spirit since it is the Spirit that gives the gift.  The scriptures and the facts overwhelmingly back this up.
It is not my intention to be controversial or divisive in any way but the facts are the facts.  I do not know of a single church or believer who moves in any of the gifts of the Holy Spirit who does not believe in the baptism in the Holy Spirit and who has not been baptized in the Holy Spirit.

The nine gifts of the Holy Spirit that will be discussed later, are given to equip believers to minister in the supernatural realm as the Spirit of God moves them.  Acts 2:4 (KJV)  "And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance."  2 Peter 1:21 (KJV)  "For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."  These gifts should not to be mistaken for natural ability or talent and should always operate out of our born again spirit that has been immersed in the Holy Spirit.  When and if a believer continually manifests a gift at their own will rather than being moved by the Holy Spirit, the gift will become polluted and cease to function in its purest state.
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I remember one time when I was ministering to a Vietnamese man and as I was ministering to him he stopped the interpreter and said, “How does he know that, How does he know that”?  The fact is I did not know that, I was only speaking as the Spirit gave utterance and anyone who prophesies what they already know is not prophesying at all.  Of course since this lesson is not about the gift of prophecy, let us go on.
A.
The first issue that must be addressed in any study on the gifts of the Holy Spirit is the question of whether the gifts of the Spirit were meant to be functioning in the church today.  Some of those who advocate that they are not use one particular scripture and try to make it say something that it doesn’t.  The scripture they use is 1 Corinthians 13:8-10 (KJV)  "Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away."
They state that when the book of Revelation was added to the scriptures, the scriptures became “that which is perfect”, thereby doing away with the gifts.
The scriptures themselves prove this line of reasoning to be wrong.  Think about it!  It’s a known fact that at least one of the epistles that the apostle wrote is missing: 1 Corinthians 5:9 (KJV)  "I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators:"  Since the scripture I just quoted is in the 1st epistle to the Corinthians, where is the epistle that Paul was referring to?  If they follow their own line of reasoning they would have to conclude that there are still some scriptures missing.
Since some are missing, the scriptures are still incomplete even with the book of Revelation.  The scriptures are, and always have been, perfect, before and after the book of Revelation.  They may not have been complete, but in the past, present and future they will always be perfect.
Another point that is conveniently overlooked is the fact that the word “knowledge” is used in this same scripture, and certainly knowledge hasn’t vanished.  Just because there are many Christians who do not speak in unknown tongues, who do not prophesy, who do not interpret unknown tongues, who aren’t used in the miraculous and who aren’t used in any of the other spiritual gifts, is not justification to state that the gifts have vanished.
I’ll be the first to admit that there are counterfeits of the spiritual gifts just as there are counterfeit ascension gifts and even counterfeit Christians but the true Christians need to be extremely careful that they do not become guilty of attributing the true manifestations of the true spiritual gifts to the power of satan.
The Israelites were guilty of this very thing when they took the things that Jesus did through the Holy Spirit and tried to state that He did it by the power of satan.  It was at this point that Jesus spoke about blaspheming the Holy Spirit.
When Pharaoh’s magicians, with their enchantments, duplicated some of the things that Moses did, the Israelites didn’t associate what was done by the power of God with what was done by the power of satan.  God help us!

All believers should guard against getting caught in the trap of trying to negate an established Bible truth just because they don’t understand it and aren’t willing to receive it for themselves.  But for those who have been baptized in the Holy Spirit, there is absolutely no doubt whatsoever, that the gifts of the Spirit will continue to be active and needed until Jesus returns.

B.
Another point that needs to be remembered is that the Father is the one who gives the motivational gifts, the risen Lord is the one that gives the ascension gifts and the Holy Spirit is the one that gives the spiritual gifts.  1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (KJV)  "Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all."
Now I’d like to rephrase this scripture in my own words so that it says to you what it says to me.  “Now the Holy Spirit is the giver of the different kinds of spiritual gifts and the Lord is the giver of the different ascension gifts but the Father is the giver of the motivational gifts, thereby causing all of the gifts to work together for the common good of all.”  As you can see, we have the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit all working in conjunction with each other to equip the believers so they can do His work. 
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C.
In this lesson we will limit the contents to an overview of the spiritual gifts.  Guidelines and examples of the different gifts will be detailed in the individual lessons on each gift, but for now our overview will be done in two separate ways.
This first outline will show the gifts in the same sequence as they are listed in the Bible.  1 Corinthians 12:8-10 (KJV)  "For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:" 

	1.
Word of Wisdom
	2.
Word of Knowledge
	3.
Faith

	4.
Gifts of Healing
	5.
Working of Miracles
	6.
Prophecy

	7.
Discerning of spirits
	8.
Divers Kinds of Tongues
	9.
Interpretation of Tongues


D.
In 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, the spiritual gifts are not given in any particular sequence in regard to their importance but they are listed in this particular order for the purposes of identification only.  However the Bible does state that certain gifts are more to be desired and sought after than others; but it doesn’t state their sequential order of importance.  For instructional purposes, the gift that we will consider to be the most important is the one that is needed in a specific situation.  Example: If a person is in perfect health but is facing a perplexing situation for which they must have a word of wisdom, then the word of wisdom would be more important than the gifts of healing.
E.
At this point we will list the gifts of the Spirit again, but this time we will separate and classify them into three (3) identifiable categories. 

	POWER


	UTTERANCE


	REVELATION



	Faith
	Prophecy
	Word of Wisdom

	Gifts of Healing
	Divers Kinds of Tongues
	Word of Knowledge

	Working of Miracles
	Interpretation of Tongues
	Discerning of spirits


1.
The power gifts are supernatural manifestations of the power of God working through believers.  These gifts transcend all natural abilities of man and man cannot perform these manifestations without some outside influence.  Since it is impossible for man to accomplish any of these manifestations of himself, they have to come from a supernatural source.  That supernatural source is the Spirit of Almighty God.  (Caution -- Since satan can to some degree, counterfeit these gifts, it is important that we be able to identify which source they are coming from: God or satan). 

2.
The utterance gifts are supernatural manifestations of the utterances of God being spoken through believers.  These utterances are given for the express purpose of exalting the Lord Jesus Christ; and to instruct, direct, exhort, edify, comfort and minister the spoken word unto humanity.  The utterance gifts almost always incorporate one of the other gifts as they are being ministered.  It is important to know that there are three different sources that can cause an utterance:  God, man or satan.  For this reason, discernment and caution is needed so that believers won’t attribute the things of God to satan and visa versa. 
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3.
The revelation gifts are supernatural manifestation of the mind of God being revealed through man.  These revelations go beyond the natural ability of man and should not be identified as, or coupled with any of the 5 senses:  sight, hearing, taste, smell or touch.  The revelation gifts are supernatural in origin.  (Caution -- Since they are of supernatural origin they must be judged to determine whether their origin was God or satan). 

F.
Once again we will list the spiritual gifts in the order as they are listed in the Bible.  This time, we will give a short definition of each gift and include the category (Power, Utterance or Revelation) that particular gift falls under.

1.
Word of Wisdom - One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three revelation gifts.  The gift of the word of wisdom is the divine ability that is given to believers, enabling them to spiritually discern God’s answer to questions, God’s solution to problems and God’s will for a particular situation or circumstance. 

2.
Word of Knowledge - One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three revelation gifts.  The gift of the word of knowledge is the divine ability that is given to believers, enabling them to spiritually discern certain unknown facts and information about people, places and things. 

3.
Faith - One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three power gifts.  The gift of faith is the divine ability that goes beyond ordinary faith, enabling believers to supernaturally believe God for the answer to seemingly impossible situations or circumstances. 

4.
Gifts of Healing - One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three power gifts.  The gifts of healing are the divine abilities that are given to believers for the purpose of ministering healing to the physical body. 

5.
Working of Miracles -One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three power gifts.  The gift of the working of miracles is the divine ability that is given to believers, enabling them to accomplish miracles in order to do the work of God and bring glory to Him.  Miracles are supernatural phenomenon that defy reason and transcend natural laws. 

6.
Prophecy - One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three utterance gifts.  The gift of prophecy is the divine ability that is given to believers for the purpose of edification (building up), exhortation (stirring up), and comfort (cheering up).  It can also be predictive, directive or revelatory when a prophet or an apostle speaks it, but other seasoned ministry should judge this level of prophecy.

7.
Discerning of spirits (small "s") - One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three revelation gifts.  The gift of discerning of spirits is the divine ability that is given to believers for the purpose of identifying the source of different manifestations, both good and evil. 

8.
Divers Kinds of Tongues - One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three utterance gifts.  The gift of diverse kinds of tongues is the divine ability that is given to believers for the purpose of communicating the wonderful works of God to people when the speaker doesn’t know the language of the hearer.  Another main purpose is the personal edification of the believer. 

9.
Interpretation of Tongues - One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three utterance gifts.  The gift of interpretation of tongues is the divine ability that is given to believers for the purpose of interpreting an unknown language into a known language. 

