"Spiritual Gifts"
INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES

LESSON 10

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 (KJV)  "For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:"

A.
Definition of the gift of Interpretation of Tongues:

1.
One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three utterance gifts.  The gift of Interpretation of Tongues is the divine ability that is given to believers for the purpose of interpreting an unknown language into a known language.  It should be noted that these divine abilities function only when the Holy Spirit activates them.  They should always function out of the spirit and not out of the soul because they are supernatural gifts.

B.
The gift of Interpretation of Tongues has two very distinct purposes.

1.
Communication of the gospel: This is the most advanced level of this gift and goes along with the most advanced stage of Diverse Kinds of Tongues.

2.
Church edification, exhortation and comfort: This is the level that goes along with the church edification, exhortation and comfort stage of Diverse Kinds of Tongues.

C.
This supernatural gift is used to interpret an unknown language given by the Spirit of God into the known language of the listeners.  The use of the term, "unknown language" doesn't mean that no person upon the earth knows the language; it means that the person speaking or interpreting it does not know the language.  Whenever someone speaks out in an unknown tongue in the congregation it should always be accompanied by an interpretation into a known language unless it meets the exception explained below.

1.
1 Corinthians 14:13 (KJV)  "Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret."  1 Corinthians 14:27-28 (KJV)  "If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. 28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God."

a.
Exception: When the person in charge of the service asks everyone present to pray in an unknown language.  This is sometimes done in order to edify the individual believers to the point that they begin to freely flow in the other gifts.  Once again, the more excellent way would be to ask the believers to pray in tongues more at home so they won’t have to get prayed up in church.  Another exception would be during pre-service prayer or other special occasions when only Spirit baptized believers are gathered.

(1)
1 Corinthians 14:5 (KJV)  "I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying."

b.
Divers Kinds of Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues needs to be judged and tried the same as prophecy or any other spiritual gift.

(1)
1 Corinthians 14:27-33 (KJV)  "If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. 28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God. 29 Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. 30 If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. 31 For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. 32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints."

(2)
1 John 4:1 (KJV)  "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world."

