"Spiritual Gifts"
FAITH

LESSON 4

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 (KJV)  "For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; {9} To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; {10} To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:"

A.
Definition of the gift of Faith.

1.
One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three power gifts.  The gift of Faith is the divine ability that goes beyond ordinary faith, enabling believers to supernaturally believe God for the answer to seemingly impossible situations or circumstances.

B.
The gift of Faith, just like all the other gifts, is given to believers to equip them to do those things which God has commissioned them to do.  When believers are placed in a situation where they are asked of God to go beyond their own strength, abilities and understanding; He gives them the supernatural ability to do what He has asked them to do. 

1.
Signs and wonders are an earmark of those who have been given the gift of Faith. 

a.
Acts 6:5-10 (KJV)  "And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: 6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. 7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people. 9 Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. 10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake."

2.
Scriptural examples of the gift of Faith.

a.
Matthew 17:14-21 (KJV)  "And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, 15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is a lunatic, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. 16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. 17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. 18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour. 19 Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? 20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting."

b.
Matthew 21:18-22 (KJV)  "Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hungered. 19 And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away. And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away! 21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. 22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive."

c.
1 Corinthians 13:2 (KJV)  "And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing." 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS (FAITH)
PAGE 2

Continuation of Paragraph B. 2.
d.
Acts 28:3-6 (KJV)  "And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live. 5 And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. 6 Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god." 

e.
For other examples of the gift of faith, see Acts 9:36-42 and Acts 20:9-12.

C.
Now we will look at faith separate from the gift of Faith.

1.
Every person is given a measure of faith.  This faith is what we exercise when we hear the Word of God.  If we believe, accept and embrace the Word, the Holy Spirit energizes the measure of faith and as it grows and develops, it becomes the code or standard by which the Christian lives.  This energized faith is needed in all aspects of the Christian life.  We will refer to this as natural faith.  Natural faith must be developed to the extent that it becomes the focal point of our walk with God.

a.
Every believer has natural faith.

(1)
Romans 12:3 (KJV)  "For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith."

b.
There should be no divisions in the body over degrees of natural faith.

(1)
Romans 14:1 (KJV)  "Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations."

c.
Natural faith should be constantly on the increase.

(1)
2 Corinthians 10:15 (KJV)  "Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men's labours; but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly," 

(2)
Mark 4:30-32 (KJV)  "And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth: 32 But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it." 

D.
There are different levels of natural faith. 

1.
Saving faith. 

a.
This is the level of faith that is given to everyone.  It is the level of faith we exercise to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

(1)
Ephesians 2:8 (KJV)  "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:" 

(2)
Romans 3:27-28 (KJV)  "Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law." 

(3)
Romans 10:17 (KJV)  "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." 

2.
Fruit-bearing faith. 
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a.
This is the more advanced level of faith that produces the fruit of the Spirit. 

(1)
Galatians 5:22 (KJV)  "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith," 

3.
Walking / overcoming faith. 

a.
This is the level of faith where the believers demonstrate faith by their consistent walk with God. 

(1)
James 2:24-26 (KJV)  "Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also." 

(2)
2 Corinthians 5:7 (KJV)  "(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)"

