"Spiritual Gifts"
PROPHECY
LESSON 7

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (KJV)  "But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. {8} For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; {9} To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; {10} To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: {11} But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will."
A.
Definition of the gift of Prophecy.

1.
The gift of Prophecy is one of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit that is classified as one of the three utterance gifts.  It is a supernatural, divine enablement that the Holy Spirit gives to believers for the purpose of edifying (building up), exhorting (stirring up), and comforting (cheering up) the body of Christ.  It can also be predictive, directive or revelatory in nature, but this level of prophecy should always be judged by one of the five fold ministry gifts.

B.
We can conclude by following Biblical precedence that prophecies which were predictive, directive or revelatory in nature, seems to have always been given by one of the five fold ministers; while prophecies that are classified as: exhortation, edification and comfort seems to have been spoken by anyone with the gift of Prophecy.

1.
Acts 11:27-30 (KJV)  "And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. 28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. 29 Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: 30 Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul." 

2.
Acts 21:8-12 (KJV)  "And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him. 9 And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy. 10 And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus. 11 And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles. 12 And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place, besought him not to go up to Jerusalem." 

3.
1 Corinthians 14:29-32 (KJV)  "Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. 30 If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. 31 For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. 32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets." 

4.
Acts 13:1-3 (KJV)  "Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away."

C.
The purpose and importance of the gift of Prophecy in regards to the other utterance gifts (Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues) is very clear.  1 Corinthians 14:5 (KJV)  "I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.”
1.
The purpose of the gift of Prophecy. 

a.
1 Corinthians 14:3-4 (KJV)  "But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. 4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church."

b.
1 Corinthians 14:12-13 (KJV)  "Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church. 13 Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret." 
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c.
1 Corinthians 14:22-25 (KJV)  "Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 23 If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad? 24 But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all: 25 And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth." 

d.
1 Corinthians 14:31 (KJV)  "For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted." 

2.
The importance of the gift of Prophecy. 

a.
1 Corinthians 14:1 (KJV)  "Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy." 

b.
1 Corinthians 14:5 (KJV)  "I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying." 

c.
1 Corinthians 14:12 (KJV)  "Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church." 

D.
In many cases, believers do not develop the gift of Prophecy beyond the stage of saying, "I love you my people, I'm so proud of you, I only have good things for you" etc., etc.  Certainly this is a manifestation of the gift of Prophecy, but we need to be very diligent and develop the scripture utterance aspect of this gift.  Scripture Utterance can be separated into two (2) categories.

1.
Prophesying scripture: this category of prophetic utterance is prophesying scripture as it applies to a particular situation or circumstance.

a.
Acts 13:33-41 (KJV)  "God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 34 And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David. 35 Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 36 For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: 37 But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption. 38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 39 And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 40 Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets; 41 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you."

b.
Galatians 3:7-18 (KJV)  "Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect. 18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise." 
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(1)
For more scriptural examples of prophesying scripture, please refer to Jude 1:3-5, Galatians 4:21-31 and Revelation 22:18-19.

2.
Prophesying new revelation in regard to the scriptures: This is the highest level of prophetic utterance and according to scriptural examples, should be delivered by proven apostles and prophets.  Prophetic utterance of this nature always needs to be judged, even when proven apostles and prophets are prophesying. 

a.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (KJV)  "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words." 

b.
2 Thessalonians 2:1-8 (KJV)  "Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:" 

c.
1 Corinthians 15:51-55 (KJV)  "Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" 

(1)
For more scriptural examples of prophesying new revelation in regard to the scriptures, please refer to 2 Pet 3:13-16, Romans 11:25-31, Acts 27:21-26 and Acts 27:31-37.

E.
In order to help us understand how the utterance gifts function let’s compare the gift of Prophecy with the gift of Tongues and the gift of Interpretation of Tongues.  In the case of Prophecy, we are interpreting what the Spirit of God is saying to our spirit, and speaking it forth in an understandable language that is for the edification, exhortation and comfort of the believers.  With the gift of tongues and interpretation of tongues we are interpreting what has been said in an unknown language into an understandable language that is for the edification, exhortation and comfort of the believers.

F.
At this point we will focus on some of the mechanics of the gift of Prophecy and look at a few things that we can work on in order to make the prophetic word more effective.  We will also look at some pitfalls and how we should judge prophecy and not let prophecy dictate our every move, even when it is given by an apostle or prophet with many years of 100 % accuracy in the prophetic ministry.  Let’s face it folks there aren’t too many of those around.

G.
According to 1 Samuel 19:20, there was probably a school that was established for the training of the prophets.  If there was a need for training and developing the ministry of the prophets, shouldn’t we do the same for the gift of Prophecy? 
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1.
First lets look at how our personality can effect the way we prophesy.  Let’s call this individual, personality (A).  Personality (A) is an individual who is aggressive, bold and sometimes talks more than is necessary.  First, let me say that there is absolutely nothing wrong with an individual who has this type of personality.  In fact, this type of personality can be a definite asset to your ministry when it is channeled properly.  But it can be a definite hindrance when it comes to the prophetic flow.  A person with this type of personality should be very cautious not to jump out and prophesy with every breeze of the spirit that seems to blow through.  They should be very careful not to repeat, rephrase and repeat, and then rephrase and repeat again.  There is nothing more detrimental to the prophetic utterance than that of making it excessively long and drawn out.  If you are an individual with personality (A), you probably need to be more cautious in this area.

2.
Another area of concern for personality (A) is that of attempting to prophesy too often, especially when the individual doesn’t have the gift of Prophecy.  This is not to say that a person without the gift of Prophecy, should not prophesy.  There are definite times when the Holy Spirit moves upon the whole congregation and several prophetic utterances will come forth from individuals who do not have this gift, but they should limit their prophesying to these times.  An individual with personality (A), who doesn’t have the gift of Prophecy, will also be more inclined to prophesy at other times.

3.
Now let’s reverse this situation and look at the individual who is quiet, shy and very seldom says anything.  Let’s call this individual personality (B).  Once again, there is absolutely nothing wrong with an individual who has this type of personality.  Personality (B) can be a definite asset to your ministry when channeled properly.  But it can also be a definite hindrance when it comes to the prophetic flow.  This person should be very careful not to quench the Spirit, assuming that they do not have the gift of prophecy.  They should be sure to formulate the complete message and remember to speak clearly and with enough volume to be heard.  An individual with personality (B) will be less likely to prophesy, even when they do have the gift of Prophecy.

4.
These are just a few examples of how we need to develop the prophetic flow according to our personality.  1 Corinthians 14:32 (KJV)  "And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets."  Let’s keep in mind that the ultimate goal is to improve the quality of prophetic utterance.  Remember, the scripture tells us that we should covet to prophesy.

