"Spiritual Gifts"
DISCERNING OF SPIRITS

LESSON 8

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 (KJV) “For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 10To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:”9To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 
A.
Definition of the gift of Discerning of Spirits.

1.
One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three revelation gifts.  The gift of Discerning of Spirits is the divine ability that is given to believers for the purpose of identifying the source of different manifestations, both good and evil.  It should be noted that these divine abilities function only when the Holy Spirit activates them.  They should always function out of the spirit and not out of the soul because they are supernatural gifts.

2.
Definition of manifestations. 

a.
The response of an individual, spoken or unspoken, to any and all situations in life.

B.
The Bible identifies three different sources that instigate different types of manifestations.  The ability to correctly identify which source the manifestation is coming from is the gift of Discerning of Spirits.  We will list the sources and then try to illustrate each one separately.

1.
The soulful nature of man: The source being the natural man.

2.
Evil spirits: The source being satanic.

3.
The Holy Spirit: The source being God.

C.
Now let’s examine each of these sources more closely.

1.
The soulful nature of man: The soul is made up of our mind, will and emotions.  Sometimes our soulful nature is what motivates us to do what we do.  As we judge manifestations, we need to be aware of this source.

a.
Deuteronomy 18:20-22 (KJV) “But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die. 22When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.”21And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not spoken? 
b.
Matthew 26:31-35 (KJV) “Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 35Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.”34Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 33Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 32But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee. 
c.
Matthew 16:16-17 (KJV) “And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven."

2.
Evil spirits: As we examine this source, we need to realize that a particular manifestation doesn't always have to appear to be evil for it to be inspired by evil spirits.  Sometimes evil spirits produce what could be considered good manifestations in order to deceive us.
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a.
1 John 4:1 (KJV)  "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world." 

b.
Luke 4:31-36 (KJV) “And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days. 41And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son of God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they knew that he was Christ."
36And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out."  Luke 4:40-41 (KJV) “Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them. 35And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not. 34Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God. 33And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, 32And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power. 
c.
Acts 16:16 - Acts 16:18 (KJV) And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: 18And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour." 
17The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which show unto us the way of salvation. 
d.
Deuteronomy 13:1-5 (KJV) “If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 5And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death; because he hath spoken to turn you away from the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way which the LORD thy God commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee." 
4Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him. 3Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 2And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; 
e.
For additional scriptures on manifestations of evil spirits, please refer to 1 Corinthians 12:3, 1 Corinthians 14:29-32 and Jeremiah 2:8. 

3.
The Holy Spirit: Jesus taught more about the Holy Spirit in the last two weeks of His earthly ministry, than He did at all other times combined.  Since He was going away, He wanted to inform His followers of the Holy Spirit's purpose and character.  We can see this as we look at the following scriptures. 

a.
John 14:16-18 (KJV) “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 18I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.”  John 14:26 (KJV)  "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you."
17Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 
b.
John 15:26-27 (KJV) “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 27And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning."
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c.
John 16:7-16 (KJV) “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 16A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.”
15All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you. 14He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you. 13Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. 12I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 11Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 10Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 9Of sin, because they believe not on me; 8And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 
C.
Scriptural examples of Discerning of Spirits.

1.
Luke 20:22-25 (KJV) “Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no? 25And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar’s, and unto God the things which be God’s.”
24Show me a penny. Whose image and superscription hath it? They answered and said, Caesar’s. 23But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, Why tempt ye me? 
2.
Acts 8:22-24 (KJV) “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 24Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me.”23For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 
3.
Acts 13:9-11 (KJV) “Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, 11And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season.”10And said, O full of all subtlety and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 
