"Spiritual Gifts"

DIVERS KINDS OF TONGUES

LESSON 9

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 (KJV)  "For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:"

A.
Definition of the gift of Divers Kinds of Tongues.

1.
One of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and one of the three utterance gifts.  The gift of Diverse Kinds of Tongues is the divine ability that is given to Spirit baptized believers for the purpose of communicating the wonderful works of God to people in their own language.  Another main purpose is the personal edification of the believer.  It should be noted that these divine abilities function only when the Holy Spirit activates them.  They should always function out of the spirit and not out of the soul because they are supernatural gifts.

a.
Note:  When we use the term, "unknown language" we aren’t saying that no one anywhere knows the language; we’re saying that the person who is speaking it does not know the language.

B.
The Bible identifies three specific purposes for the gift of Divers Kinds of Tongues.

1.
Evidence:  This is the unknown language that is spoken at the time a believer is baptized in the Holy Spirit.

2.
Personal Edification:  This is the unknown language that is spoken in the believer’s private prayer life.

3.
Communication / Church Edification:  This is the unknown language used to communicate the mysteries of God.  If this gift is used in a situation where neither the speaker nor the hearer know the language that is being spoken, (i.e. in a church service when someone speaks a message in tongues.), then the unknown language must be interpreted into the known language by the spirit.

a.
Note:  When Divers Kinds of Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues are used together, they accomplish the same thing as prophecy.  1 Corinthians 14:5 (KJV)  "I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying."

C.
Now we will look at scriptural examples of the three purposes of Divers Kinds of Tongues.

1.
Evidence (infant stage): Acts 10:44-47 (KJV)  "While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?"  Acts 19:6 (KJV)  "And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied." 

a.
The gift of Divers Kinds of Tongues is given to every believer when they are baptized in the Holy Spirit.  At this point, the gift is in the “new born or infant stage”.  Sad to say, but most believers never develop divers kinds of tongues beyond this point.  There are those who speak in tongues when they are baptized in the Holy Spirit and except for rare occasions, never speak in tongues again.  However that is not according to the pattern God has given us in the scriptures.  The Bible directs us to take this gift and by reason of use, develop and mature it to the fullest extent.  Remember that God has a purpose for everything He gives us.  We should know that purpose and use it accordingly.  The parable of the ten talents is an excellent example of how this applies. 
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2.
Personal Edification (adolescent stage): 1 Corinthians 14:1-4 (KJV)  "Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy. 2 For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. 3 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. 4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church."    Jude 1:20 (KJV)  "But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,"    Romans 8:26-27 (KJV)  "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God."    Ephesians 6:18 (KJV)  "Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;"

a.
The gift of Divers Kinds of Tongues is developed to the point of bearing fruit at the adolescent stage.  This is when the believer begins to consistently use the gift to edify themselves by praying in tongues.  Although this is the personal fruit bearing stage of the gift, it is at this level where many believers begin to misuse it by speaking in an unknown tongue when no one in the congregation understands the tongue that they are speaking in.  However when someone does speak in an unknown tongue within the congregation, it should always be accompanied by an interpretation to a known tongue.    1 Corinthians 14:13 (KJV)  "Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret."    1 Corinthians 14:27-28 (KJV)  "If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. 28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God."

(1)
Exception: When the person in charge of the service ask everyone present to pray in their Holy Spirit prayer language.  However the more scriptural way would be to instruct the believers to be fully prayed up and edified when they come into the service.  Another exception would be during pre service prayer or special occasions when only Spirit baptized believers are gathered.  This is sometimes done in order to edify the individual believers to the point that they begin to freely flow in the other gifts.    1 Corinthians 14:39 (KJV)  "Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues." 

3.
Communication/Church Edification (adult or mature stage): The gift of Divers Kinds of Tongues is developed to the “adult or mature stage” when the believer is able to communicate the mysteries of God to someone who doesn't know the language that the speaker knows.  When the gift of divers kinds of tongues is developed to this stage, there is no need for an interpreter, because the speaker is talking in a language that is known to the hearer even thought the person who is speaking does not know the language.  Very few have ever developed the gift to this stage.


However every believer should be striving for the edification of others when they are in the congregation and of themselves when they are alone.  It is during the communication process that this gift becomes a sign to the unbeliever.  Examples and guidelines are found in the following scriptures.
a.
No interpretation = no speaking in an unknown tongue.  1 Corinthians 14:27-28 (KJV)  "If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. 28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God." 

b.
Edification of the Church.  1 Corinthians 14:12 (KJV)  "Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church."  1 Corinthians 14:18-19 (KJV)  "I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue." 
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c.
No interpretation was needed.  Acts 2:5-12 (KJV)  "And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? 8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this?" 

d.
Possibly no interpretation was needed.  Acts 10:45-46 (KJV)  "And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?" 

